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GRADE 5 ROAD MAP 
 

PART I. AFRICA 
 
LESSON 6-1 
 
Lesson Title: Human Eras: Paleolithic, Neolithic, Ancient, Medieval, and Modern  
 
Inquiry Question: Are we living in a new era of human development (or are we still in the 
Modern Era or Post-Modern Era)? If we are living in a new era, what would you call it 
and why? 
 
NOTE: The Massachusetts History and Social Science Framework for Grade 6 includes Topic 2 that 
includes the origins of humans and Topic 3 that includes Ancient Egypt, Timbuktu, and Ghana. In this 
curriculum, this was included in the Grade 4 curriculum (i.e. 4-12, 4-13. 4-14), which is the introduction to 
world history and geography. This level of the curriculum will begin with ancient East Africa and does not 
cover human origins or ancient Egypt, Timbuktu, and Ghana. Teachers are encouraged to use modified 
versions of those lessons again here to refresh students’ understanding of the topics. 
 
LESSON 6-2 
 
Lesson Title: Anthropology of Ancient Africa (Cave Paintings, Domestication of Animals, 
and Iron Working) 
 
Inquiry Question: What is the most important early African achievement? 
 
LESSON 6-4 
 
Lesson Title: The Nok People: An Art Study 
 
Inquiry Question: What was life like for the Nok people? How are people today trying to 
preserve the record of their world? 
 
LESSON 6-4 
 
Lesson Title: Ancient Nubia (Kush): How Can You Live in a Desert? 
 
Inquiry Question: What was the ancient Nubians’ most important adaption to their 
environment?  
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LESSON 6-5 
 
Lesson Title: Ancient Swahili Coast: The Center of the World? 
 
Inquiry Question: What was the most important factor in making the Swahili Coast 
wealthy trading ports? 
 
LESSON 6-6 
 
Lesson Title: Medieval Mali: A User’s Guide to Building an Empire 
 
Inquiry Question: What was the most important factor that led to the Mali Empire? 
 
LESSON 6-7 
 
Lesson Title: Landforms of Africa 
 
Inquiry Question: What is Africa’s most important landmark? 
 
LESSON 6-8 
 
Lesson Title: Africa in Our Century 
 
Inquiry Question: What event has had the largest impact on Africa in the 21st Century? 
 
LESSON 6-9 
 
Lesson Title: African Nations Today (Multi-Day Mini-Unit) 
 
Inquiry Question: What are the most important cultural, governmental, economic, and 
natural aspects of your nation? 
 

PART II. ASIA 
 
LESSON 6-10 
 
Lesson Title: Life in Ancient Mesopotamia 
 
Inquiry Question: How should we remember ancient Mesopotamia? 
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LESSON 6-11 
 
Lesson Title: Life in the Ancient Indus Valley 
 
Inquiry Question: How should we remember ancient Indus Valley? 
 
LESSON 6-12 
 
Lesson Title: Native Peoples of Oceania: Indigenous Australians, Māori, and Samoans 
 
Inquiry Question: How would you depict on of the Native peoples of Oceania in a 
graphic novel?  
 
LESSON 6-13 
 
Lesson Title: Phoenicia: The Ancient Mediterranean World 
 
Inquiry Question: If you were an ancient historian, how would you write the history of the 
Phoenicians?  
 
LESSON 6-14 
 
Lesson Title: Israel–Palestine Conflict: Making a Plan for Peace 
 
Inquiry Question: What is the best solution for creating peace in Palestine and Israel? 
 
LESSON 6-15 
 
Lesson Title: Ancient Empires of the Central Asia: Persia/Sasanian, Gandhara, and 
Mauryan 
 
Inquiry Question: If you could live in any Central Asian empire, which one would it be 
and why? 
 
LESSON 6-16 
 
Lesson Title: Ancient Chinese Inventions 
 
Inquiry Question: What was the most important invention of ancient China? 
 
 



 

 
Page S-5 
                                                                                                                            
Open Social Studies                                                                                                                                             This work is licensed under a Creative Commons   
LEVEL: GRADE 6                                                                                                                                                   Attribution Non-Commercial-ShareAlike 4.0 International License 
Version 4.0 (2020) 
 
 

LESSON 6-17 
 
Lesson Title: Ancient Chinese Dynasties: Zhou, Qin, Han, Tang 
 
Inquiry Question: Which dynasty of China was strongest? 
 
LESSON 6-18 
 
Lesson Title: Ancient Peoples of Eastern Asia: Japan, Korea, Mongolia, and Việt 
 
Inquiry Question: What is each ancient people’s greatest contribution to the world? 
 
LESSON 6-19 
 
Lesson Title: History Detectives: How Did a Giraffe End Up in the Chinese Imperial 
Court? 
 
Inquiry Question: How did a giraffe end up in the Chinese imperial court?  
 
LESSON 6-20 
 
Lesson Title: Comparing Global Trade Routes: Ancient and Modern Silk Roads 
 
Inquiry Question: What has changed the world more, the Silk Road (100s BCE–1450s 
CE) or the Belt and Road Initiative (2013 CE-present)? 
 
LESSON 6-21 
 
Lesson Title: The Crusades: Resistance to Invaders 
 
Inquiry Question: What was the most important act of resistance to the European 
Crusades in the Middle East?  
 
LESSON 6-22 
 
Lesson Title: Climate and Terrain of Asia 
 
Inquiry Question: Which of Asia’s regions would you like to visit most? 
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LESSON 6-23 
 
Lesson Title: Asia in Our Century 
 
Inquiry Question: What event has had the largest impact on Asia in the 21st Century? 
 
LESSON 6-24 
 
Lesson Title: Asian and Oceania Nations Today (Multi-Day Mini-Unit) 
 
Inquiry Question: What are the most important cultural, governmental, economic, and 
natural aspects of your nation? 

 
PART III. THE AMERICAS 

 
LESSON 6-25 
 
Lesson Title: The Salish People: Examining the c̓əsnaʔəm (Marpole Midden) Site 
 
Inquiry Question: What is the best way to protect ancient Indigenous cultural sites? 
 
NOTE: The Massachusetts History and Social Science Framework for Grade 6 includes Topic 2 that 
includes the origins of humans and Topic 5 that includes Ancient Aztec and Maya. In this curriculum, this 
was included in the Grade 4 curriculum (i.e. 4-24), which is the introduction to world history and 
geography. This level of the curriculum will begin with other Indigenous peoples of the Americas and does 
not include Aztec, Incas, or Maya. Teachers are encouraged to use modified versions of those lessons 
again here to refresh students’ understanding of the topics. 
 
LESSON 6-26 
 
Lesson Title: Native People of the Caribbean: The Taíno 
 
Inquiry Question: What was life like in the Caribbean before the invasion of Europeans? 
 
LESSON 6-27 
 
Lesson Title: Indigenous People of the Amazon 
 
Inquiry Question: How can we protect the Indigenous people of the Amazon? 
 
 
 



 

 
Page S-7 
                                                                                                                            
Open Social Studies                                                                                                                                             This work is licensed under a Creative Commons   
LEVEL: GRADE 6                                                                                                                                                   Attribution Non-Commercial-ShareAlike 4.0 International License 
Version 4.0 (2020) 
 
 

LESSON 6-28 
 
Lesson Title: Places of Latin America 
 
Inquiry Question: What Latin America place would you like to visit and why? 
 
LESSON 6-29 
 
Lesson Title: Latin America in Our Century 
 
Inquiry Question: What event has had the largest impact on Latin America in the 21st 
Century? 
 
LESSON 6-30 
 
Lesson Title: Nations of the Americas Today (Multi-Day Mini-Unit) 
 
Inquiry Question: What are the most important cultural, governmental, economic, and 
natural aspects of your nation? 
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SOURCEBOOK 6-1.A 
 
Source 1: Paleolithic Era  
 

 
 
The Paleolithic Era (Old Stone Age) lasted from about 2.5 million years ago 
to 10,000 BCE. During this time, humans migrated from their origins in 
Africa to the other continents. Humans lived in caves and human-made 
shelters. The mainly found food by hunting and fishing animals and 
gathering fruits, nuts, and berries. The key human development of this 
period was the creation of stone and bone tools, such as axes or arrows. 
It is also the beginning of human art, which was often in the form paintings 
on cave walls (see next page). People lived in family units or small groups. 
The period ended with an ice age, where naturally occurring climate 
change caused much of the Earth was covered in ice (unlike the current 
manmade climate change, which is warming the Earth). 
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Above: A map of human movement during the Paleolithic Era and cave 
drawings created during that period. 
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Source 2: Neolithic Era  
 

 
 
The Neolithic Era (New Stone Age) lasted from about 10,000 BCE to 3,000 
BCE. During this time, humans began to settle and create permanent 
housing. The key human development of this period was the agriculture, 
where people began to domesticate (control and care for) plants and 
animals. The plants included corn, rice, wheat, and barley. The animals 
included goats, sheep, cattle, and donkeys. People began to take specific 
jobs and formed villages. Humans also began to trade goods with each 
other. For example, humans traded black volcanic glass called obsidian. 
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Above: Neolithic Era tools from Europe and artwork bowl from China. 
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Source 3: Ancient Era  
 

 
 
The Ancient Era lasted from about 6000 BCE to 500 CE (with some overlap 
with the Neolithic Era in different areas). During this time, people began to 
form larger civilizations, such as China, Maya (modern day Central 
America), Maurya (modern day India), Nubia, Egypt, Greece, and Rome. 
This period also marked the beginning of civilizations making connections 
with each other, often through trade or war. The key human development 
of this period was the written language, where people could record and 
share their stories and ideas (and histories) with others. During this era, 
humans also learned how to heat and forge (shape) first bronze (Bronze 
Age) and then iron (Iron Age). This allowed humans to be work less since 
their metal tools were more effective. It also led to more deadly weapons, 
such as swords. 
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Above: An ancient sword from China and stone carvings using the ancient 
Chinese and Maya written languages.   
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Source 4: Medieval Era  
 

 
The Medieval Era lasted from 500 CE to 1500 CE. During this time, 
humans shared their languages and religion beliefs (such as Christianity, 
Islam, Confucianism, and Buddhism) across larger areas. Related, first in 
China and later in Germany, humans invented printing presses that could 
mass produce pamphlets and books. This allowed for the spread of 
political, religious, and other ideas. The key human development of this 
period was the creation of global trade routes, where people exchanged 
goods with each other over long distances. The population of the world 
doubled during this time from 210 million to 460 million. Humans started 
living in larger villages and small cities. This also led to the spread of 
diseases, such as the Bubonic Plague (also known as the Black Death), 
which killed between 75-200 million people.  
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Above: Paintings of a village in Medieval China and Europeans burying 
people during the Bubonic Plague. 
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Source 5: Modern Era  
 

 
 
The Modern Era started around 1500 CE. Historians’ debate when it ended 
or if we are still in the Modern Era (some have called our current times Late 
Modern, Post-Modern, or Contemporary). During this time, humans 
developed modern philosophy, science, and medicine, and literature and 
art. The key human development of this period was industrialization, 
where people began making mass producing goods in factories and trading 
those goods all over the Globe. During this period, Europeans invaded 
Africa, Asia, and the Americas, which led to colonization (taking over other 
people), increased spread of disease, and the establishment of slavery in 
the Americas. There was large scale immigration and globalization. 
Humans invented new technologies, such as the phonograph, telephone, 
radio, airplane, and television, but also modern weapons (rifles, tanks, war 
planes) resulting in the deaths of hundreds of millions of people.  
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Above: Thomas Edison and his invention of the phonograph (record player) 
and Ellis Island in New York, one of the many hubs for global immigration. 
Below: Soldiers during World War I; This era was marked by global warfare 
and massive death and destruction. 
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SOURCEBOOK 6-1.B 
 

A New Era? 
 

 
 
Some historians argue that we are in a new era of humankind. In the mid-
20th century (1900s), humans developed the first computer networks. By 
the early 21st century (2000s), the Internet was part of many human’s daily 
lives. The Internet is the connected network of computers and servers 
allowing for the rapid exchange of information across the globe. Today, 4.5 
billion people or about 60 percent of the Earth’s people have Internet 
access. While the digital world has resulted in new technologies (such as 
websites, e-mail, and video calls), historians debate if this human 
development is important enough to mark a new human era.  
 
Do you think we are living in a new human era? If so, what would you name 
it and why? 
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SOURCEBOOK 6-2.B 
 

Images (A) 
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Images (B) 
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SOURCEBOOK 6-2.B 
 

Source 1: Cave Paintings 
 

 
Above: Late White Rock Art Paintings found in caves in South Africa. 
 
Some of the earliest forms of written communication, or exchanging of 
information or news between humans, are found in Africa. The oldest rock 
paintings in Africa date to around 26,000-28,000 years ago and is found in 
modern day Namibia. Some of the best-preserved paintings can be found 
in the Ukhahlamba-Drakensberg National Park on the border of South 
African and Lesotho. Many cave carvings were done with stone tools. Many 
of the paintings were made using clay and charcoal, and other natural 
pigments. Many archeologists have argued that these were used to tell 
stories to others or relay important information. In many ways, they were 
the first Internet or libraries for humankind. 
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Above: 3,000 year old cave art found in the Ukhahlamba-Drakensberg 
National Park on the border of South African and Lesotho. Below: Rock 
paintings of herdsmen and cattle in modern day Tassili-n-Ajjer, Algeria. 
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Source 2: Domestication of Cattle and Goats  
 

 
Above: Ancient Egyptians use oxen to do farm work. 
 
Domestication is the term for taming animals to keep it to do work on a 
farm or as a pet. Many of the farm animals that we know today were 
domesticated by ancient Africans. The first animals domesticated in Africa 
were cattle, sheep, goats and pigs between 10,000 and 11,000 years ago. 
The first donkeys, horses, and camels were bred about 5,000 years ago. 
This was a major development for humans, since they could produce much 
more food, because domesticated animals were much stronger and had 
more power. Many of our pets today also have their origins in Africa, about 
10,000 years ago cats were domesticated from African wild cats and the 
first dogs may have been domesticated from African wolves. Many existing 
wild species of canine, such as the Egyptian jackal, are found in ancient 
Egyptian art. 
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Above: People in ancient Africa using donkeys for farm work. Below: A 
drawing inside an ancient Egyptian tomb showing a domesticated dog and 
a mongoose. 
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Source 3: Iron Working 
 

Above: An illustration of how iron can be made in a furnace.  
 
Iron smelting dates back to 5,000 years ago in Africa. Iron smelting 
involves heating up ore without any air until the metal becomes spongy and 
the chemical compounds in the ore begin to break down. While it is hot, it 
can then be hammered and shaped. People in ancient Africa were able to 
use iron smelting technology to create tools and weapons. In many ancient 
African societies, the metal workers had an important status in the 
community. Once people could forge metal, they were able to farm better, 
travel further distances, and create tools that lasted over multiple lifetimes. 
Today, many of the items in our work, from automobiles to skyscrapers are 
made from metal. 
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Above: Ancient tools made from iron in what is today Ghana. Below: An 
image of people today making iron using the same process as ancient 
African people. 
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SOURCEBOOK 6-4.A 
 

Zoom In Inquiry Activity 
 

 

Zo
om

 1
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SOURCEBOOK 6-4.A 
 

Map: Location of Kush Kingdom (Nubia) 
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SOURCEBOOK 6-4.C 
 

Ancient Nubia: Sources 
 
Source 1: Living Near Water and Vegetation  
 

 
 
The Kush Kingdom would build villages around the Nile River, which 
allowed the Nubians to grow vegetation or plants that can grow in a certain 
area. Some of the vegetation included wheat and barley, which would be 
made into bread. They also grew beans and melons. This water source 
allowed them to grow cotton to make clothes. The water also allowed them 
to grow cattle, sheep, and water birds, which helped them produce meat, 
milk, and butter.  
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Source 2: Trading with Neighbors 
 

 
 
The Kush Kingdom (Nubia) was known as a trading center. The Nubians 
used the wealth from their trading to support their life in a dry and arid 
desert. As seen in the above artwork, they traded gold, ivory, ebony, ostrich 
feathers, palm fruit, and even animals like giraffes, antelopes, and 
monkeys. Nubian traders would often return home many items in return, 
such as bronze from Egypt, oil and cedar wood from Lebanon. 
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Source 3: Desert as Natural Protection/Skilled Archers 
 

 
 

 
 
One advantage to being in the desert, if that the Kush Kingdom had natural 
protection. Most groups could not travel across the desert and the Nubians 
often traveled elsewhere to trade. At the same time, the Nubians became 
skilled in archery (see the above artwork) and this allowed for extra 
protection from groups that may want to invade.  
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Source 4: Gold and Iron 
 

 
 
The Kush Kingdom mined the gold and iron under their soil to build a great 
empire. The Nubians used it, along with stone, to build their homes, 
government buildings, and religious buildings. They traded it to neighbors. 
Their wealth was used to provide for the people of the Kush Kingdom 
(Nubia). Since the people were generally taken care of, there were few 
wars between the Nubians or with other peoples.  
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SOURCEBOOK 6-5.A 
 

Map: Swahili Coast 
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SOURCEBOOK 6-5.B 
 

Ancient Swahili Coast: Sources 
 

Source 1: Indian Ocean Map; Showing Portuguese Trade Routes 
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Source 2: Architecture of the Great Mosque of Kilwa (Arab traders 
brought the religion of Islam to the Swahili Coast) 
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Source 3: Gold Coins Used in the Swahili Coast 
 

 
 
These gold coins originally from the Swahili Coast were found in India, 
showing that the Swahili Coast traders controlled much of the money 
sources of the Indian Ocean.  
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Source 4: Painting of the Dhow Boat 
 

 



 

 
Page S-40 
                                                                                                                            
Open Social Studies                                                                                                                                             This work is licensed under a Creative Commons   
LEVEL: GRADE 6                                                                                                                                                   Attribution Non-Commercial-ShareAlike 4.0 International License 
Version 4.0 (2020) 
 
 

Source 5: Painting of the Coastal City of Kilwa 
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Additional Source: Panting of Enslaved People 
 

 
 

A dark part of the Swahili Coast’s history was the slave trade. Over several 
centuries, East Africans were sold into slavery by Arabs (see above 
depiction of the slave trade) to the Middle East and India. They were forced 
to work owned by others as field hands, teachers, or guards. While this 
does not explain how the Swahili Coast became important trade ports, it is 
an important part of the history to know (Do not take notes on this station; 
instead, discuss this difficult history with your group). 
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SOURCEBOOK 6-6.A 
 

Sundiata (Excerpts) 
 
As a class, we will do a “readers theater” or a group reading of the history. 
We need students to volunteer to read a character’s lines.  
 
Here are the characters (before we start, highlight the lines or write 
your name throughout the story next to your character—reminding 
you when to speak): 
 
The Griot: The narrator (storyteller) 
Maghan: Sundiata’s father, King of Mali 
Hunter 1: A future teller. 
Hunter 2: The person who finds the buffalo woman. 
Sogolon (Buffalo Woman): Sundiata’s mother, 2nd wife of the King 
Sundiata: The son of Maghan, future king 
Sassouma: 1st wife of the King 
Balla: Sundiata’s griot and friend 
Witch: Comes to test Sundiata.    
Soumaoro: Sorcerer King of Sosso  
Traveler: Brings news to Sudiata 
Nana: Sundiata’s half-sister 
 
Overview:  
A griot is a traveling poet and storyteller who maintains oral histories in 
West Africa. They pass down stories of the past from generation to 
generation. For centuries, griots have told the story of Sundiata Keita, also 
known as the Lion King, who was the first emperor of Mali. He lived from 
circa (about) 1217 to circa 1255. While griots may have added to the story 
to make it more entertaining, it explains the major events of the founding of 
the Mali kingdom and was a way to teach that story to the people of Mali. 
Some people have even argued that Disney borrowed some of the main 
theme of the story for their film “The Lion King.” Can you see any 
similarities?  
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This readers theater takes place in the Medieval Kingdom of Mali. Can you 
locate and color in the Mali Kingdom on this map of Africa? 
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Scene 1: Introduction 
Griot: You will get to know the story of the ancestor of great Mali. Listen to 
the story of the son of the buffalo, the son of the lion. Sundiata (soon-dee-
ah-ta). 
 
Scene 2: The Buffalo Woman 
Griot: A hunter came to King Maghan (ma-gone) to tell him the future. 
 
Hunter 1: Fine king! I see two hunters coming to your city. There is a 
woman with them. She has a hump on her back. This is the woman you 
must marry for she will be the mother of the person who will lead Mali.  
 
Griot: Later, two strangers, hunters, arrive at the king’s city with a woman. 
The hunters tell the story of their adventure. 
 
Hunter 2: After the great harvest my brother and I left our village to hunt. 
We learned that an amazing buffalo was destroying the countryside. The 
local king had promised the finest rewards to the hunters who killed the 
buffalo. We decided to try our luck when we saw an old woman who was 
crying and hungry. We took some pieces of dried meat from my hunter’s 
bag and gave it to her. 
 
Sogolon: Arrows are useless against the buffalo. Young hunter, your heart 
is kind and it is you who will stop the buffalo. I am the buffalo you are 
looking for, and your generosity has defeated me. 
 
Griot: So, the buffalo woman transformed herself into the young hunchback 
woman named Sogolon (so-go-lo) and traveled with the hunters to the King 
Maghan. Remembering the future teller, the King married her. 
 
Scene 3: The Lion Child 
Griot: Sogolon became pregnant. When her child was to be born, thunder 
began to rumble, and lightening came from the clouds.  
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Balla: (yelling) I salute you Maghan. The lion child, the buffalo child is born! 
His name is Sundiata. 
 
Scene 4: Childhood 
Griot: Years pass, and the king’s son could still not walk or talk.  
 
Maghan: I prefer a son who walks on his two legs to a lion that crawls on 
the ground. I am growing old. Before I die, I will give you your own griot, as 
every prince should have. My friend Balla’s (ba-la) son will be your griot. 
From his mouth, you will hear the history of your ancestors, you will learn 
the art of leading Mali. May you forget that Niani (ni-on-ni) is your capital 
and Mali is the place of your ancestors. 
 
Scene 5: The Lion’s Awakening 
Griot: The king dies and his first wife Sassouma (sass-ou-ma) takes over. 
She makes her son Dankaran (don-ker-ron) king. One day, she was 
especially mean to Sogolon and laughing at her, because her son could not 
walk.  
 
Sundiata: Very well then, I am going to walk today. Go and tell my father’s 
blacksmiths to make me the heaviest iron rod. 
 
Griot: Balla ran to the master blacksmith to order an iron rod. Sundiata 
walked on all-fours to the iron bar and he picked up the iron bar without any 
effort. He stood it straight up. He threw his weight on to it. He straightened 
up and was on his feet at one go – the great bar of iron was twisted and 
had taken the form of a bow! Sundiata could now walk! 
 
Sassouma: (whispering to herself) I will call the nine great witches of Mali 
and make a plan to kill Sundiata. I must protect the throne for my son.  
 
Griot: The next night, Sundiata went to check his mother’s vegetable patch 
and found the nine witches stealing leaves and pretending to run away like 
thieves. 
 



 

 
Page S-46 
                                                                                                                            
Open Social Studies                                                                                                                                             This work is licensed under a Creative Commons   
LEVEL: GRADE 6                                                                                                                                                   Attribution Non-Commercial-ShareAlike 4.0 International License 
Version 4.0 (2020) 
 
 

Sundiata: Stop, stop, poor old women. Why do you run away like this. This 
garden belongs to all. Each time you run short of food come to stock up 
here without fear. 
 
Witches: Listen, Sundiata. We had come here to test you. We have no 
need of your food. We were sent here by the queen mother to provoke you. 
But nothing can be done against a heart full of kindness. Forgive us, son of 
Sogolon. 
 
Scene 6: Exile 
Sogolon: Let us leave here, my son. You will return to be king when you 
are a man. Mali is your destiny. 
 
Griot: Sogolon and Sundiata stay in another kingdom, called Sosso (so-so), 
for many years. One morning the king Dankaran announced his intentions 
of sending an army to take over Sosso. That king of Sosso appoints 
Sundiata, now a strong tall young man, to lead his people to defend their 
kingdom. 
 
Scene 7: The Battle at Kirina 
Griot: While Sundiata was fighting his first campaign at Kirina (kee-ree-na), 
Sosso had fallen under the control of a new leader Soumaoro (sue-mi-or-
ro). A traveler comes to Sundiata. 
 
Traveler: Sundiata, I salute you. You are the king of Mali, the throne of your 
fathers awaits you. Weeping mothers pray only in your name, the 
assembled kings await you, for your alone can save the Kingdom. Son of 
Sogolon, your time has come. For you are the giant who will crush the giant 
Soumaoro. 
 
Griot: At this time, Sundiata returns to Mali and sees Soumaoro. He has 
shown that he is a sorcerer and his magic can make him invincible. 
 
Soumaoro: Stop, young man. I am the king of Mali. If you want peace, 
return to where you came from. 
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Sundiata: I am coming back to recapture my kingdom. If you want peace 
you will make amends to my allies and return to Sosso where you are the 
king. 
 
Soumaoro: I am king of Mali. I have taken it by force. 
 
Sundiata: Then I will take Mali from you by force and chase you from my 
kingdom. 
 
Soumaoro: Know, then, that I am the wild yam of the rocks. Nothing will 
make me leave Mali. 
 
Sundiata: Know also, that I have in my camp seven men who will shatter 
the rocks. Then yam, I will eat you. 
 
Soumaoro: I am the poisonous mushroom that makes the fearless vomit. 
 
Sundiata: As for me, I am the rooster, the poison does not matter to me. 
 
Soumaoro: Enough of this argument. You shall not have Mali. 
 
Sundiata: Know that there is not room for two kings. You will let me have 
your place. 
 
Soumaoro: Very well, since you want war, I will wage war against you. I 
have killed nine kings whose heads adorn my room. What a pity, that your 
head should be added beside those. 
 
Sundiata: Prepare yourself for you and yours come to an end. 
 
Griot: After the war of words, swords decide the issue. Sundiata’s sister 
Nana and Balla had escaped from Sosso and they now arrive. 
 
Nana: Hail, my brother. 
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Sundiata: Greetings, sister. 
 
Balla: Hail Sundiata. 
 
Sundiata: Greetings, my griot. 
 
Nana: (wiping away tears) When you left Mali, my brother sent me by force 
to Sosso to be the wife of Soumaoro. One night I said to Soumaoro, “Tell 
me, king of kings, tell me what magic spirit protects you. He boasted to me 
that it was his Tana (a weakness passed down by your ancestors). That 
very night he took me into his magic chamber and told me all. If he were to 
touch a rooster’s feather, his ancestors would take back their power. 
 
Griot: In the battle at Kirina, Soumaoro, did not want Sundiata near him, 
and retreated far behind his men. But, Sundiata followed him with his eyes. 
He stopped and bent his bow. The arrow flew and grazed Soumaoro on the 
shoulder. The rooster’s feather in the arrow scratched him and the effect 
was immediate. Soumaoro felt his powers leave him. He was defeated. 
Sundiata was the hero. 
 
Scene 8: The Lion King Returns to Mali 
Griot: After the battle, one by one, the twelve kings of the bright savanna 
country got up and proclaimed Sundiata ‘Mansa’ [king]. Twelve royal 
spears were struck in the ground in front of him. Sundiata had become 
emperor. Everyone found peace in their villages. They knew wealth and 
prosperity again. For with Sundiata, happiness had come into everyone’s 
home. Vast fields of millet, rice, cotton, indigo, and fonio (a grain found in 
West Africa) surrounded the villages. There are some kings who are 
powerful through their military strength. They are feared because they have 
power, but they know not how to use it. Others are loved because they love 
justice. Sundiata belonged to this group. He was the father of Mali and 
gave the world peace. The end. 
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SOURCEBOOK 6-6.B 
 

Ibn Battuta’s Account of Mansa Sulayman (Excerpts) 
 
Ibn Battuta (ib-in ba-too-ta) was a Muslim scholar from Morocco. Over 30 
years, he traveled the medieval world from Africa to the Middle East, and 
across Asia, including India and China. Below is his writings (adapted) on 
meeting Mansa Sulayman, who ruled Mali after Mansa Musa. He writes 
about, despite the Mali Kingdom’s wealth, the people do not seem 
motivated by greed and do not over-value their gold. 
 
The sultan of Mali is Mansa Sulayman. He is a miserly (meaning does not 
spend much money) king. I spent these two months without seeing him, on 
account of my illness. Later on, he held a banquet in commemoration of our 
late sultan of Morocco Abu'l-Hasan, to which the commanders, doctors, 
qadi and preacher were invited, and I went along with them. 
 
Ibn al-Faqih came hurrying out of his house barefooted, and entered my 
room saying, “Stand up; here comes the sultan's stuff and gift to you.” So I 
stood up thinking—since he had called it "stuff"—that it consisted of robes 
and money. It was three cakes of bread, and a piece of beef fried in native 
oil, and a calabash of sour curds. When I saw this, I burst out laughing, and 
thought it a most amazing thing that they could be so foolish and make so 
much of such a paltry matter. 
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SOURCEBOOK 6-7.B 
 

Source 1: Mount Kilimanjaro 
 

    

 
 

Mount Kilimanjaro is in Tanzania on the border with Kenya. It is the highest 
mountain in Africa and highest free-standing mountain in the world at 5,895 
meters (19,341 feet) above sea level. It is a dormant volcano with three 
cones: Kibo, Mawenzi and Shira. Snow on Kilimanjaro can occur all year 
round, but the most common months are November through March. At the 
same time, scientists worry that due to global warming, the snow may stop 
occurring sometime in the next 20-50 years. Almost every kind of 
ecological system is found on the mountain: cultivated land, rain forest, 
heath, moorland, alpine desert, and an arctic summit. A variety of animals 
live in the area surrounding the mountain, including the blue monkey, 
bango (a type of antelope), galago (also known as a bush baby), four 
striped mouse, white neck raven, warthog, and giraffe. It takes about 5 to 9 
days to climb Mount Kilimanjaro and about 30,000 people climb it each 
year.   



 

 
Page S-51 
                                                                                                                            
Open Social Studies                                                                                                                                             This work is licensed under a Creative Commons   
LEVEL: GRADE 6                                                                                                                                                   Attribution Non-Commercial-ShareAlike 4.0 International License 
Version 4.0 (2020) 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
Above: Location of Mount Kilimanjaro in the continent of Africa.  
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SOURCEBOOK 6-7.C 
 

Source 2: Nile River 
 

   
 
The Nile River (  ,or ⲫⲓⲁⲣⲟ ) covers 11 countries: Tanzania, Uganda  لینلا
Rwanda, Burundi, Democratic Republic of the Congo, Kenya, Ethiopia, 
Eritrea, South Sudan, Sudan, and Egypt. It is the longest river in Africa at 
6,650 kilometers (4,132 miles) and geographers debate if it or the Amazon 
River is the longest river in the world. The Nile River flows north and its 
source is Nyanza/Lake Victoria, which is located in Kenya, Uganda, and 
Tanzania. It ends at the Mediterranean Sea. The Nile has three major 
tributaries (small rivers flowing into big rivers): White Nile, Blue Nile, and 
Atbara. Many ancient kingdoms relied on the Nile and today it is a major 
source of water and power for the nations of northeast Africa. The 
Pyramids of Ancient Egypt can be seen from the Nile River. Today, 95 
percent of Egyptians live within a few kilometers of the Nile. The Nile is also 
a major transportation source for the region. The Nile River also has many 
dams, which prevent the silt from being pushed north and it has affected 
the ability of people to farm down river and it is making the delta (a 
landform at the mouth of river created by sediment) shrink.       
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Above: Location of the Nile River in the continent of Africa.  
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SOURCEBOOK 6-7.D 
 

Source 3: Sahara Desert 
 

 
 
The Sahara Desert (  ,covers 11 countries: Algeria, Chad (  ىربكلا ءارحصلا
Egypt, Libya, Mali, Mauritania, Morocco, Niger, Western Sahara, Sudan, 
and Tunisia. It is 9,200,000 square kilometers (3,600,000 square miles) 
and covers 31% of the African continent. It is the largest hot desert in the 
world (Antarctica and the Arctic are both larger cold deserts). The Sahara is 
mainly rocky hamada (stone plateaus). It has some of the highest dunes 
(above) in the world caused by wind or the rare rainfall. When occasional 
storms go over the Sahara Desert, they pick up sand that can rain down on 
places as far away as Europe or even North America (a Sahara dust storm 
reached Georgia in 2020). The highest recorded temperature in the Sahara 
was 47° Celsius (116.6° Fahrenheit). The Sahara can even receive light 
snowfall in certain parts vary occasionally (recorded in 2016, 2012, 2005, 
and 1979). Due to global warming and climate change, the world’s largest 
desert is actually growing even larger. It is also causing its many oasis 
(small areas with water and plants, where many people live) to dry up and 
people have to move. 
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Above: Location of the Sahara Desert in the continent of Africa. 
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SOURCEBOOK 6-7.E 
 

Source 4: Mosi-oa-Tunya/Victoria Falls 
 

 
 
Mosi-oa-Tunya/Victoria Falls is a waterfall on the Zambezi River on the 
border of Zambia and Zimbabwe. It is considered to be one of the world's 
largest waterfalls with a width of 1,708 meters (5,604 feet), causing the 
world’s largest sheet of falling water. Its name in Sotho means “The Smoke 
that Thunders.” The Zambezi river experiences a rainy season from late 
November to early April, and a dry season the rest of the year. Like Niagra 
Falls in the U.S. and Canada, Mosi-oa-Tunya/Victoria Falls is a tourist 
attraction. There is even a pool at the top (called “Devil’s Pool”) that allows 
people to swim near the edge without plunging over (although deaths have 
been reported from people slipping over the rock barrier). Many animals 
live in the Zambezi river and surrounding park land, including 
hippopotamus, crocodile, white rhinos, elephant, antelope, and zebra. In 
2019, there was an unusually low rain fall, which has created a smaller and 
thinner fall. Climate change is created more common droughts in the area 
that may reduce its size permanently. 



 

 
Page S-57 
                                                                                                                            
Open Social Studies                                                                                                                                             This work is licensed under a Creative Commons   
LEVEL: GRADE 6                                                                                                                                                   Attribution Non-Commercial-ShareAlike 4.0 International License 
Version 4.0 (2020) 
 
 

 
 
Above: Location of Victoria Falls in the continent of Africa.  
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SOURCEBOOK 6-7.F 
 

Source 5: Congo Basin Rainforest 
 

 
 
The Congo Basin Rainforest is a 2 million square kilometer (500 million 
acres; 700,000 square mile) tropical rainforest. It covers six countries: 
Cameroon, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of the Congo, 
Republic of the Congo, Equatorial Guinea and Gabon. It is the world’s 
second largest rainforest (after the Amazon rainforest). It has over 10,000 
species of tropical plants, 400 species of mammals, 1,000 species of birds, 
and 700 species of fish. Many of its animals are endangered, including 
forest elephants, chimpanzees, bonobos, and lowland and mountain 
gorillas (above) inhabit the lush forests. It provides food, fresh water and 
shelter to more than 75 million people. 



 

 
Page S-59 
                                                                                                                            
Open Social Studies                                                                                                                                             This work is licensed under a Creative Commons   
LEVEL: GRADE 6                                                                                                                                                   Attribution Non-Commercial-ShareAlike 4.0 International License 
Version 4.0 (2020) 
 
 

 

 
 
Above: Location of the Congo Basin Rainforest in the continent of Africa. 
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SOURCEBOOK 6-8.A 
 

Africa in Our Century: Image Sort (A) 
 

Try to put these images from the past two decades in 
chronological order, from the first (oldest) image to the last 
(newest) image. 
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Africa in Our Century: Image Sort (B) 
 

Try to put these images from the past two decades in 
chronological order, from the first (oldest) image to the last 
(newest) image. 
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Africa in Our Century: Image Sort (C) 
 

Try to put these images from the past two decades in 
chronological order, from the first (oldest) image to the last 
(newest) image. 
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Africa in Our Century: Image Sort (D) 
 

Try to put these images from the past two decades in 
chronological order, from the first (oldest) image to the last 
(newest) image. 
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SOURCEBOOK 6-8.B 
 

Source 1: Creation of the African Union 
 

 
 
In 1963, the Organisation of African Unity was created to help unify the 
independent nations of the African continent. While it had some successes, 
by the 1990s, it was criticized for being more talk than action. In 1999, the 
Sirte Declaration called for the creation of a new stronger African Union, 
more like the governing bodies of the European Union or the Organization 
of American States. In 2002, the African Union met for the first time in 
Durban, South Africa. Since then, its Pan-African Parliament has met every 
year where the nations of Africa discuss political, economic, and social 
issues. The Pan-Africa Parliament choses a Chairperson and they serve a 
one-year term. The African Union also has peacekeeping forces. 
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SOURCEBOOK 6-8.C 
 

Source 2: War in Darfur 
 

 
 
In 2003, rebel groups in Sudan's western region of Darfur launched attacks 
on government bases there. The rebels claimed that the Sudanese 
government in Khartoum had ignored their people. There has been a 
history of racial division between Sudanese citizens of Arab descent (who 
typically have lighter skin) than those Sudanese citizens with ancestors 
from Africa (who have darker skin). The Janjaweed militia, which was 
supported by the Sudanese Arab-dominated government, responded by 
attacking villages and forced people from their homes (above). This has 
resulted in thousands of people being forced into refugee camps (next 
page) in the neighboring countries of Chad and South Sudan. Numerous 
international groups have labeled these acts by the Sudanese government 
as genocide, or the systematic killing of people due to their identity (race, 
religion, etc).  
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SOURCEBOOK 6-8.D 

 

Source 3: South Africa Hosts World Cup 
 

 
 
In May 2004, the Fédération Internationale de Football Association (FIFA, 
known as the International Federation of Association Football in English) 
chose South Africa to host the 2010 Football (Soccer) World Cup. This was 
the first time that an African country was chosen to host a major world 
supporting event. Over the next 6 years, South Africa built 10 stadiums 
across their country and invited the world to visit for the games. It also 
made famous the South African tradition of blowing vuvuzelas (plastic 
horns) at football games. Many people view the 2010 World Cup as a great 
moment of pride for people across Africa, as it was a moment to show the 
world their greatness. While Spain won that World Cup, six African nations 
competed and Ghana’s “Black Stars” advanced to the knockout stage 
(playoffs). 
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SOURCEBOOK 6-8.E 

 

Source 4: Ebola Outbreak 
 

 
 
In 2014-2016, West Africa faced the world’s largest Ebola outbreak. Ebola 
causes dangerous fevers and is a severe, often fatal, illness affecting 
humans. Infected people spread the disease through blood and other body 
fluids. It effected the nations of Sierra Leone, Liberia, and Guinea 
particularly badly. Over 11,000 people died from the disease and another 
17,000 people survived. Medical professionals, like doctors and nurses, 
faced danger to care for the sick. They had to wear body suits and people 
were sometimes treated in containment tanks (above). African nations were 
able to contain Ebola preventing it from spreading around the world. In 
some places, survivors of Ebola were stigmatized, meaning treated with 
great disregard, by others and they have had trouble finding work or 
housing.    
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SOURCEBOOK 6-10.A 
 

Source 1: The Fertile Crescent 
 

 
 
The Fertile Crescent was an area of land that was particularly good for 
agriculture (farming) due to water sources. Mesopotamia was in the Fertile 
Crescent, which included parts of the modern countries of Iraq, Syria, 
Lebanon, Israel, Palestine, Jordan, Egypt, Turkey, and Iran (see map on 
next page). Due to the ability to grow crops, the people worried less about 
getting food, which allowed them to focus on other tasks, such as 
inventions and writings. This area was also a “bridge” between Africa, Asia, 
and Europe, which made it an important place for trade and exchange of 
ideas from the three continents.   
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SOURCEBOOK 6-10.B 
 

Source 2: Way of Life 
 

 
 
There were several social classes in Mesopotamia and they were a 
hierarchy (some people at the top and others at the bottom of society). The 
top was the nobility. Next, were the priests and priestesses, who were 
religious leaders. The upper classes lived in large house with oil lamps and 
furniture (above). The, most people were free commoners. Most free 
commoners were farmers or labor trades (construction workers, 
bakers/butchers, chariot drivers, soldiers. At the bottom of society were 
enslaved people. Enslaved people were captured in war, for a debt or 
crime, or kidnapped from another region. Enslaved people could buy their 
freedom. Women generally had similar rights as men (occasionally even be 
queens or leaders), but were not allowed to attend school or learn to read. 
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Above: Standard of Ur, which shows the people in battle of the 
Mesopotamian city. Below: A relief sculpture showing two men trading.   
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SOURCEBOOK 6-10.C 
 

Source 3: Gilgamesh 
 

 
 
The Epic of Gilgamesh might be one of the first pieces of literature. It is an 
epic poem, meaning it is a long poem spanning many pages, written 
between 2150-1400 BCE. It is the story of a hero-king Gilgamesh (above 
left). Gilgamesh and his friend Enkidu kill the Bull of Heaven (see image on 
next page). The gods decide to sentence Enkidu to death and kill him. Sad, 
Gilgamesh leaves his kingdom to find eternal life or live forever (see image 
on next page). Gilgamesh finds the mystical figure Utnapishtim (above 
right), but does not get to live forever. He eventually learns that “Life, which 
you look for, you will never find. For when the gods created man, they let 
death be his share, and life withheld in their own hands.” The epic poem 
has been studied around the world.  
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SOURCEBOOK 6-10.D 
 

Source 4: Invention of the Wheel 
 

 
 
No wheels exist in nature. Humans invented the wheel to transport items. 
The wheel was likely created around 3,500 BCE in Mesopotamia and was 
used to spin pottery. 300 years later, they were used on chariots and 
wagons (see the above image from the Standard of Ur). Once humans had 
wheels, they were able to move goods over long distances faster. They 
could also move dirt and other building supplied. This allowed humans to 
create large cities and extend who they traded with.  
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SOURCEBOOK 6-10.E 
 

Source 5: Code of Hammurabi 
 

 
 
The Code of Hammurabi (above and on next page) is one of the earliest 
written legal codes (laws). It was created by the Babylonian King 
Hammurabi, who ruled from 1792 to 1750 BCE, and carved into a black 
rock pillar. Hammurabi expanded his kingdom along the Euphrates River 
and took over southern Mesopotamia. The code of laws, which included 
282 rules, was the foundation for Mesopotamian views of justice. How 
different were their views from our laws today? Some laws included:  
 

• If a man charges another man with murder, but cannot prove it, the 
person who charges shall be put to death. 

• If a robber is not captured, the man who has been robbed should list 
his losses and the governor shall compensate him (give him money) 
for what was lost.  

• If a man does not fix his dike (wall to stop flooding), and it breaks, the 
man shall replace the grain of his neighbors that has been damaged. 

• If a man is in debt and sells his wife, son, or daughter into slavery, in 
the fourth year, they shall be given their freedom. 

• If a man destroys the eye of another man, they shall destroy his eye; 
If he breaks another man’s bone, they shall break his bone.  
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SOURCEBOOK 6-11.A 
 

Source 1: Street and Water Systems  
 

  
 
Mohenjo Daro and other cities in the ancient Indus Valley had grid street 
systems and pipes that delivered water to homes and took away sewage. 
Street grids are planned to have streets form the shape of squares, which 
allows for better safety and traffic flow. This is something that many other 
cities around the world did not create until recently. For example, Paris did 
not have grid streets until the 1800s. Mohenjo Daro and other cities in the 
ancient Indus Valley also had water and sewer systems. Fresh water was 
supplied by a system of wells placed conveniently near house. Waste was 
removed through drains that were covered and underground (similar to our 
modern sewer systems). This prevented disease and other health risks. 
This was rare during the time and would not be adapted by many societies 
until centuries later.  
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SOURCEBOOK 6-11.B 
 

Source 2: Way of Life 
 

 
 
There were thousands of cities and towns in the ancient Indus Valley. The 
biggest cities were Harappa and Mohenjo Daro with around 80,000 people 
living in each. The cities had strong walls and gateways, but few weapons 
have been found and there is no evidence of armies. There are also no 
government or religious buildings, which make historians think there was 
no hierarchy where some people were at the top and others at the bottom 
(like in Mesopotamia). Many people grew food through their agricultural 
system. It was very hot in the Indus Valley, so people spent much of their 
time outside. People had small homes made of clay bricks. Adults would 
often cook or work outside. Children would play with toys or with their pets, 
which included monkeys and birds. There was also a trade system that 
brought goods from other places via boat transportation on the Indus River 
(above).  
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Above: What is left of the great city of Mohenjo Daro today. Below: An 
illustration of what people there would have looked like during their daily 
tasks. 
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SOURCEBOOK 6-11.C 
 

Source 3: The Great Bath 
 

 
 
Likely the earliest public water tank in history, Mohenjo-Daro had a large 
indoor pool in the middle of the city that is now called the Great Bath. It was 
built with tightly fitted bricks, making it waterproof and a tank to fill the 
water. The bath was very large at 12 meters long (40 feet), 7 meters wide 
(23 feet), and 2.4 meters (8 feet) deep in some places. It was included in a 
larger building with a series of rooms. Two wide staircases lead to it. At the 
foot of the stairs is a small ledge that extends the entire width of the pool, 
so people could walk along the poll without actually stepping in it. How the 
bath was used is still a mystery. Some historians and archeologists think 
the tank might have been used for special religious ceremonies or group 
bathing.  
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SOURCEBOOK 6-11.D 

 

Source 4: Artwork 
 

 
 
Mohenjo-Daro was filled with artwork. This included paintings/murals and 
statues (above). It also appears that people had artwork in the houses, 
including the statues of a dancing girl (next page). Archeologists have also 
found over 3,500 stone seals throughout the city (next page). These stones 
usually have symbols of animals or items and use characters from the 
Indus Valley language. Although historians are unsure of the purpose of the 
seals, they think they may be records of trading transactions or mark 
packages of goods.  
 



 

 
Page S-89 
                                                                                                                            
Open Social Studies                                                                                                                                             This work is licensed under a Creative Commons   
LEVEL: GRADE 6                                                                                                                                                   Attribution Non-Commercial-ShareAlike 4.0 International License 
Version 4.0 (2020) 
 
 

 
 

  



 

 
Page S-90 
                                                                                                                            
Open Social Studies                                                                                                                                             This work is licensed under a Creative Commons   
LEVEL: GRADE 6                                                                                                                                                   Attribution Non-Commercial-ShareAlike 4.0 International License 
Version 4.0 (2020) 
 
 

SOURCEBOOK 6-12.A 
 

Source 1: Indigenous Australians 
 

 
 
The Indigenous Australian people (also called First Nations) are the native 
people of Australia. They include the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
peoples. Today, there are about 800,000 Indigenous Australians. The first 
Indigenous Australians likely arrived in Australia over 65,000 years ago. 
There were over 250 Indigenous languages spoken in Australia (which has 
influenced the English commonly spoken in Australia today). Traditional 
Indigenous Australian beliefs say there was no life on Earth—no animals, 
no plants, no trees, and no humans. Wandjina, the creator, brought our 
ancestors from within the earth and over the seas, and life began. 
Europeans invaded in the 1700s and took over the area, which impacted 
the Indigenous peoples’ way of life. In 1938, a large group of Aboriginal 
people gathered in Sydney holding the Day of Mourning, which eventually 
led to some reforms (including the abolition of residential schools that 
removed Aboriginal children from their families). Movements for Indigenous 
rights continues today across the nation.  
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Above: Ancient human figures painted in a shelter in. Below: Indigenous 
Australians (Aboriginal Australians) continue to protest the stealing of their 
land by British settlers who invaded in the 18th century.  

 
  



 

 
Page S-92 
                                                                                                                            
Open Social Studies                                                                                                                                             This work is licensed under a Creative Commons   
LEVEL: GRADE 6                                                                                                                                                   Attribution Non-Commercial-ShareAlike 4.0 International License 
Version 4.0 (2020) 
 
 

SOURCEBOOK 6-12.B 
 

Source 2: Māori 
 

 
Above: Many ancient Māori families would live together in villages (called 
whanau) near to food-rich rivers, beaches and forests. Some of the largest 
had as many as 500 people. Traditional Māori houses were called 
wharepuni or sleeping house. Māori would also have temporary 
settlements as they moved from one seasonal resource to the next and 
returned to their permanent villages in winter. 
 
The Māori are the indigenous people of New Zealand. Today, there are 
about 900,000 Māori people. The Māori likely came to New Zealand from 
eastern Polynesia and arrived in several waves of waka (canoe) voyages in 
the 1300s CE. They developed their own distinctive culture, language, 
religious beliefs, and arts from other Polynesian cultures. Traditional Māori 
beliefs say that the Earth went from nothing to darkness to light. Then, 
there was a separation of Earth and sky. The gods created the natural 
world including humans. Europeans invaded in the 1700s and took over the 
area, which impacted the Māori way of life. The Māori protest movement in 
the 1960s led to greater legal protections for Indigenous people and a 
wider respect of their culture and history. 



 

 
Page S-93 
                                                                                                                            
Open Social Studies                                                                                                                                             This work is licensed under a Creative Commons   
LEVEL: GRADE 6                                                                                                                                                   Attribution Non-Commercial-ShareAlike 4.0 International License 
Version 4.0 (2020) 
 
 

 
Above: A hākari stage, which was used during Māori celebrations. Below: 
The All Blacks, which are New Zealand’s national rugby team has many 
players who are Māori. 
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SOURCEBOOK 6-12.C 
 

Source 3: Samoans 
 

 
Above: A Samoa leader and his family, circa 1914. 

 
Samoans are the indigenous people of the Samoan Islands, an archipelago 
(group of islands) in Polynesia. Today, there are about 600,000 Samoan 
people. Samoans likely came to the Samoan Islands from Southeast Asia 
and arrived by va'a (canoe) about 3,500 years ago. Tattooing is an 
important part of Samoan culture and has been practiced for over 2,000 
years (the English word tattoo comes from the Samoan word tatau). 
Samoans developed their own distinctive culture, language, religious 
beliefs, and arts from other Polynesian cultures. Traditional Samoan beliefs 
say that god Tagaloa looked down from his place in the sky and considered 
creating a place on the earth where he could stand. He created the various 
islands. He made kings and selected the son of Po (night) and Ao (day) to 
be the king of kings. They king would rule all and receive the name Samoa. 
In the 1700s, Europeans arrived and started trading. Germany, England, 
and the U.S. fought over who would control the islands. In 1962, the 
Somoan people gained independence over much of the islands (except the 
eastern islands, which remains American Samoa, a U.S. territory). 
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Above: A fale tele or traditional Samoan “big house,” which are used for 
meetings and ceremonies. Below: Samoans have a long history of playing 
American football. There are currently over 30 Samoa players in the NFL. 
Former New England Patriot Junior Seau (say-ow) (below) was Samoan. 
He grew up in California and American Samoa.  
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SOURCEBOOK 6-13.A 
 

Zoom In Inquiry Activity 
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SOURCEBOOK 6-13.B 
 

Map: Phoenicia 
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SOURCEBOOK 6-13.C 
 

Source 2: Phoenician Writing System 
 

 
 
The Phoenicians created a writing system that was later adopted by other 
people, including the Greeks, Israelites, and Arabs (and the Latin alphabet 
used in English is also a descendent). The Phoenician alphabet (above) 
has 22 consonant letters. Vowel sounds (a, e, I, o, u) were implied. Can 
you write your name using the above writing system? For instance, if you 
name is Chris, you might spell it:    (KRS).  
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SOURCEBOOK 6-13.D 
 

Source 3: Phoenician Maritime Trade 
 

 
 
The Phoenicians used their location on the eastern Mediterranean Sea and 
near the Red Sea to become traders with people north, south, east, and 
west of them (as noted in the above relief sculpture, which we learned 
about at the beginning of today’s lesson). They traded purple cloth, glass 
trinkets, perfumed ointments, fish, and cedar wood. The Phoenicians 
traded with Africans, Europeans, and Asians, creating a global network of 
goods. Much of their trade was with northern Africa and southern Europe. 
They would use broad bottomed ships with single sails and would travel 
thousands of miles.  
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SOURCEBOOK 6-13.E 
 

Source 4: Phoenician Resistance and Alexander the “Not So” 
Great 

 

 
 

The Phoenician people lived in 
several city-states, including Tyre 
(ti-er). In the year 333 BCE, 
Alexander III of Macedonia (right; 
also known as Alexander the 
Great) decided to invade Tyre 
(above) and built two towers to 
send arrows and catapults. It was 
the most difficult battle for 

Alexander, but after six months of 
fighting, the Phoenicians had to 
flee the city.      



 

 

SOURCEBOOK 6-14.A 
 

Map: Israel and Palestine 
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Polls: Israel and Palestine 
 

Poll of Israelis 
 

 
 
Poll of Palestinians 
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SOURCEBOOK 6-14.B 
 

Source 1: One-State Solution 
 

 
Above: A current wall dividing traffic for Israeli and Palestinian drivers in the 
West Bank. Under the One-State Solution, walls like these would be 
removed and people could move freely in between all areas. 
 
The One-State Solution is a plan that would establish a single unified bi-
national state (one country with two nations of people-Israelis and 
Palestinians). Currently, Palestinians who live in the West Bank or Gaza do 
not have Israeli citizenship, cannot vote, and must get permission to enter 
Israeli territory (which is why some people refer to these areas as 
“occupied territories”). This plan would ensure everyone living in the bi-
national state would have citizenship and equal rights without regard to 
ethnicity or religion. It would remove the current borders with check points 
and walls around the West Bank and Gaza. All citizens would be able to 
move freely between all areas of the country. All citizens would be able to 
vote and there would be a shared legislature (like the Congress in the 
United States) and prime minister (like the President). 
 
Pros 
This solution would provide equal rights to all people in the country and 
would remove the current barriers that prevent Palestinian and Israeli 
people from living in certain areas. It would not require anyone to move. 
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Currently, there are Jews living in the West Bank and Palestinians living in 
Israel. If there was a bi-national state, everyone could remain living where 
they currently live. There are also roughly equal populations of Jews and 
Arabs in the region. They would have relatively equal voting power, which 
may create a balance of power between the two groups.  
 
Cons 
In this solution, Jews would no longer have a Jewish state and Palestinians 
would no longer have a Palestinian state. For both groups, there are 
important historical and cultural reasons to having their own countries. 
There has been a long history of fighting between the two ethnic and 
religious groups. Some people worry that a One-State Solution could lead 
to a civil war or continued fighting between people on both sides who want 
their own states. There is also a major economic difference between 
Israelis and Palestinians (Israelis have roughly twice as much wealth as 
Palestinians), which may only get worse. People also worry that Jewish 
citizens would have more power in a shared government.  
 

 
Above: Israeli soldiers checking a Palestinian’s identification in the West 
Bank city of Hebron. This would no longer happen in a one-state solution.  
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SOURCEBOOK 6-14.C 
 

Source 2: Two-State Solution 
 

 
Above: A symbol sometimes used by supporters of a two-state solution. It 
shows the flags of Israel and Palestine with the word “peace” in Arabic and 
Hebrew. 
 
The Two-State Solution is a plan that would establish two separate 
countries, one for Israelis and one for Palestinians. Each country would 
have its own territory and border. Each country would have a separate 
government (leaders and laws). Jerusalem, a city important to Jews, 
Muslims, and Christians, would be a neutral zone governed by both 
countries. They would function as two separate countries in every way 
existing next to each other. Currently, some Palestinians live in Israel and 
some Israelis live in Palestine’s West Bank. In a two-state solution, people 
could stay where they currently live and become citizens of that country. 
Israel would then have a majority of Jewish citizens and Palestine would 
have a majority of Arab citizens. It might also involve a relocation program, 
allow money to support some people moving to either Israel or Palestine.  
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Pros 
 
This solution would create two separate countries. There would be borders 
and separate governments, which would allow the Israeli and Palestinian 
people to control their own futures. It would likely decrease fighting 
between Israel and Palestine, as each country would have its own territory 
and government. 
 
Cons 
 
It is unclear what would happen with the Israeli people living in Palestine 
and the Palestinian people living in Israel. It could be very difficult and 
expensive to move people and people may not want to move. It is also 
unclear if either the Israeli or Palestinian governments would accept a 
neutral territory of Jerusalem. It is also unclear how Jerusalem would be 
governed. While this is the solution supported by the largest number of 
Israelis and Palestinians, it is not supported by the current Israeli 
government.    
 

 
Above: The Two-State Solution was a potential goal of the 1993 Oslo 
Accords signed by Yitzhak Rabin of Israel (left, shaking hands) and Yasser 
Arafat of Palestine (right, shaking hands). 
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SOURCEBOOK 6-14.D 
 

Source 3: Confederation Solution 
 

 
Above: A proposed logo for a shared Israeli-Palestinian Confederation. 
 
The Confederation Solution is a plan that would establish two separate 
countries, one for Israelis and one for Palestinians, within a shared 
government (confederation) that would require more than 50% to approve 
any laws. There would be two leaders, co-prime ministers (like presidents), 
one Israeli and one Palestinian. There would be equal amounts of Israeli 
and Palestinian delegates in a shared legislature (which would make laws). 
Much like the one-state solution, there would be no borders and people 
could live freely in the country. This plan would ensure everyone living in 
the bi-national state would have citizenship and equal rights without regard 
to ethnicity or religion. It would remove the current borders with check 
points and walls around the West Bank and Gaza. All citizens would be 
able to move freely between all areas of the country. All citizens would be 
able to vote. This would be similar to other confederations, like the 
European Union or the United Nations.  
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Pros 
This solution would provide equal rights to all people in the country and 
would remove the current barriers that prevent Palestinian and Israeli 
people from living in certain areas. It would not require anyone to move. 
Currently, there are Jews living in the West Bank and Palestinians living in 
Israel. In a confederation, everyone could remain living where they 
currently live. There government structure would always ensure that Jews 
and Arabs have equal political power.  
 
Cons 
In this solution, Jews would no longer have a Jewish state and Palestinians 
would no longer have a Palestinian state. For both groups, there are 
important historical and cultural reasons to having their own countries. 
There has been a long history of fighting between the two ethnic and 
religious groups. Some people worry that a Confederation Solution could 
lead to a civil war or continued fighting between people on both sides who 
want their own states. There is also a major economic difference between 
Israelis and Palestinians (Israelis have roughly twice as much wealth as 
Palestinians), which may only get worse. 
 

 
Above: An illustration of one proposal for a shared government. 
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SOURCEBOOK 6-15.A 
 

Images (A) 
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SOURCEBOOK 6-15.B 
 

Source 1: Sasanian Empire (Persia) 
 

 
Above: A relief sculpture of emperor Valerian surrendering the Sasanian 
(Persian) King Shāpūr I. 
 
In modern day Iran, the Sasanian Empire was known for its art (like above), 
architecture, music, literature, and philosophy in the Western Asia (Middle 
East) and beyond. It lasted from 224-651 CE and would eventually include 
as far west as Egypt and as far east as Pakistan. While many Sasanians 
practiced a religion called Zoroastrianism, they also allowed many different 
religious groups within their empire. Zoroastrianism has some similarities to 
other monotheistic (one god) religions, including believing in a supreme 
being (called Ahura Mazda), having a heaven and hell, and human’s having 
free will. Sasanians developed a bureaucracy, or a complex system of 
government workers, who ensured the empire ran smoothly. They built 
grand monuments and cities, with extensive roads, water mills and canals, 
and buildings. They created schools to educate their people, including the 
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Grand School (which was their highest school). They had an extensive 
trade network, where they bought and sold goods with far away peoples.  
  

 
Above: The ancient Sasanian city of Bishapur. It was one of the first cities 
in the region to use a grid system, where streets formed squares. Below: A 
map showing the location of the Sasanian Empire. 
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SOURCEBOOK 6-15.C 
 

Source 2: Gandhara Empire 
 

 
Above: The remains of the city of Amluk Dara, which was the capital of the 
Gandhara Empire. 
 
In modern day Pakistan and Afghanistan, the Gandhara Empire was known 
for its art, music, and trade (especially perfumes and herbs). It lasted from 
1500 BCE-1000 CE. Buddhism was the main religion in Gandhara. 
Buddhism is based on the teachings of Siddhartha, of the Buddha, who 
gives advice on how to live a good life. A core belief is karma, or the good 
and bad actions that a person takes during their lifetime. The people of 
Gandhara made thousands of images and statues of Buddha across the 
region. Gandharans also allowed many different religious groups within 
their empire. They also created complex cities, which served as trading 
places for people from outside the region, and this made them a very 
wealthy empire.  
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Above: A Gandhara statue of Buddha. Buddhism came to Gandhara in the 
third century BCE. Below: A map showing the location of the Gandhara 
Empire. 
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SOURCEBOOK 6-15.D 
 

Source 3: Maurya Empire 
 

 
Above: The remains of the city of Vaishali, which was the capital of the 
Maurya Empire. 
 
In modern day India, the Maurya Empire was known for its farming and 
trade (especially in salt, wood, and boat building). It lasted from 322-185 
BCE. The empire had a strong king who controlled the almost everything, 
including the government, military, and trade. They had governors for each 
region with departments focused on specific parts of society: art, trade, 
commerce (business), births and deaths, agriculture, forests, metal, mines, 
roads, and public buildings. Most people were farmers or soldiers. The 
Maurya often went to war with other people. Hinduism, Jainism, and 
Buddhism (described in Source 2) were the main religions of Maurya. 
Hinduism is a polytheistic (many gods) religion. While Hindus believe in 
many gods, they also believe in Brahman or an ultimate truth. Jainism is a 
nontheistic (no gods) religion that focuses on seeking truth and using non-
violence. At its height, the empire had 50–60 million (possibly the largest 
empire of its time) and it became very wealthy from trade.  
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Above: Maurya carvings on a pillar in Sanchi (modern India). Below: A map 
showing the location of the Maurya Empire. 
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SOURCEBOOK 6-16.A 
 

Source 1: Character-Based Language (Logograph System)  
 

 
 
Chinese languages have long used a character-based system (what is also 
called a logograph writing system). The earliest known example of the 
Chinese language is the Oracle Bone Script (甲骨文), which involved 
characters etched (cut) into animal bones or turtle plastrons from around 
1250 BCE. Overtime, the pictures have turned into characters representing 
various words and combined make up other words. Over a dozen of Asian 
writing systems have developed from these characters, including Kanji (漢
字) in Japan and Hanja (한자) in Korea. One interesting feature of the 
Chinese writing system is that it is a relatively universal. People speaking 
Mandarin (most common variety of Chinese), Cantonese (used in 
southeast China/Hong Kong), or Japanese (used in Japan) would not 
understand each other speaking, but they could all use this alphabet to 
communicate in writing. The other advantage is a written character or two 
can represent an entire concept (unlike letter-based systems, like English, 
which can have very long words and spelling is more difficult to remember). 
You can write faster, since full sentences use fewer characters and strokes 
of a pen. Unlike English (which is left to write, then top to bottom), Chinese 
written language goes from top to bottom, then left to right (but can written 
and read vertical and horizontal, if needed).    
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Above: (Left) Oracle bone script from around 1200 BCE. (Right) A chart 
showing how characters from the oracle bone script became modern 
characters. Can you see how the original symbols looked like pictures 
describing the word. Below: The evolution of the character for elephant. 
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SOURCEBOOK 6-16.B 
 

Source 2: Paper/Moveable Print 
 

 
Above: Ancient Chinese use of moveable printing.  
 
The Chinese have been using paper to write on since about 100 BCE. 
Early Chinese paper was made from the bark of the mulberry tree (as seen 
in the video at the beginning of this lesson). First, they would cut the 
mulberry tree and dry it. Then, they would soak it in water to soften it. Next, 
they would use a mortal and pestle to crush and grind the wood into pulp. 
Finally, the pulp was put on a screen and dried. This allowed people to 
communicate over far distances (but sending letters) or across time (by 
creating books for people in the future). 
 
Around 1040 CE, the Chinese were also the first to use moveable printing 
(above). They would carve characters on wooden block, then arrange the 
wooden blocks, apply ink, and then press. This allowed for the mass 
production of letters, pamphlets, and books. This also led to more people 
learning how to read (since they had access to cheap written books). 
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Europeans would not have a moveable printing press until one was created 
by Johannes Gutenberg in 1400 CE. 
 
Paper and moveable type was used to make many types of communication 
(exchanging of ideas) including letters, books, maps, wrapping of 
packages, identifying types of products for sale, paper screens and 
windows in houses, hats and clothes, and eventually money. 

 

 
Above: The process of making paper in ancient China. 
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SOURCEBOOK 6-16.C 
 

Source 3: Gun Powder/Rockets 
 

 
Above: A Chinese scientist manufactures gun powder. 
 
Legend has it that gunpowder was accidentally discovered by Chinese 
scientists looking for a solution that would let humans live forever. Instead, 
they found something that could kill humans. Early gunpowder was made 
of a mixture of potassium nitrate (saltpeter), charcoal, and sulfur. It was first 
described in 142 CE and the first actual recipe for gunpowder was recorded 
in 808 CE.  
 
It was originally used for signal flares and fireworks, but later the Chinese 
used it in grenades to attack other armies. In the 10th century CE, the 
Chinese used it to fire a spear, which was essentially the first gun. In 1232 
CE, rockets were first used as weapons in the Battle of Kai-Fung-Fu. The 
Chinese attempted to stop Mongol invaders with rockets (essentially fire 
arrows).  
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It would eventually make its way to Europe by the 1300s. It would 
eventually lead to even more deadly weapons that have killed hundreds of 
millions of humans around the world.  
 

 
Above: Early use of rockets (or fire arrow) in China.   
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SOURCEBOOK 6-16.D 
 

Source 4: Compass 

 
 
Records show that a spoon-shaped compass made of lodestone 
(magnetite ore) was created by the Chinese sometime around 220 BCE. 
The Chinese realized that some metal items that were magnetized would 
point themselves in the southern direction.  
 
The spoon-shaped instrument was later put on a bronze plate called a 
“heaven-plate” that had 24 directions based on the star’s constellations 28 
lunar stations (where the moon appears in the sky). 
 
The compass was used to decide the best location and time for burials or 
where the emperor should sit. From it, came the concept of feng shui (f-eng 
sh-way), which means “of wind and water,” and is a practice that guids 
where buildings should be built, or where items should be placed in homes. 
The compass would later be used to help people find directions on the land 
or on boats moving over the seas. 
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Above: (Left) A diagram explaining the use of a sea compass. (Below) The 
Chinese were able to suspend a magnetic needle in water, making an 
easier to use compass.
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SOURCEBOOK 6-16.E 
 

Source 5: Mechanical Clock 
 

   
Above: (Left) An ancient Chinese sundial and (right) a mechanical clock 
that runs on water created by Su Song. 
 
For much of human history, sun dials helped tell the time by using the 
position of the sun (solar noon is when the sun highest point in the sky in a 
particular location). Yi Xing was a Buddhist monk and mathematician in 
China. In 725 CE, he invented a clock that operated with water steadily 
dripping on a wheel. It made a full revolution (moved fully around the circle) 
every 24 hours.  
 
As time went on, clocks were made with an iron and bronze system of 
hooks, pins, locks and rods, but followed Yi Xing’s original clock design. Su 
Song, a Chinese engineer, created a more sophisticated clock (see above 
right picture and picture on next page). Once humans could keep time 
mechanically, instead of relying on the sun, it made it easier to track the 
time. Relying solely on the sun is problematic, especially on cloudy days. 
This also allowed for people to make appointments to meet or begin 
something at a certain time.  
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Above: An illustration of how a water clock, like Yi Xing’s, works. Below: Su 
Song’s clock design, which improved on Yi Xing’s clock.  
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SOURCEBOOK 6-17.B 
 

Source 1: Zhou Dynasty 
 

     
Above: (Left) Sun Tzu. (Middle) Confucius. (Right) Lao Tzu. 
 
The Zhou (jo) Dynasty was the longest lasting in China’s history. It lasted 
from 1046-256 BCE. Emperor Ji Chang was the first Zhou emperor. The 
Zhou Dynasty created a feudal system, or one where people at the top 
(kings and nobles) made people at the bottom work for them. The social 
hierarchy included (from top to bottom): king, nobles, merchants, laborers, 
and peasants.  
 
During this period, three important philosophical or religious works were 
created. From 475 BCE–479 BCE, Confucius began his teachings about 
the order of society. His followers would write his ideas in the Analects, 
which state: 1. Love humanity and the virtues of the superior man. 2. Have 
moderation in all things and harmony with nature. 3. You have a duty and 
the rules that define good social relationships (obey those above you, like 
leaders, parents, older siblings). 4. Recognize the nature of things by giving 
them their right names.  
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This period was also the beginnings of Taoism (or Daoism) in the 600s 
BCE, which is a philosophy and religion that emphasizes harmony of 
humanity and nature. Its main book is the Tao Te Ching written by Lao Tzu. 
The ying-yang symbol has its roots in Taoism and it represents the balance 
and harmony of life. Finally, circa 500 BCE, Sun Tzu wrote the “Art of 
War,” which is as much about war, as it is about keeping peace. An 
important quote: “The supreme art of war is to subdue the enemy without 
fighting.” 
 
From 772-476 BCE, there was the Spring and Autumn Period. It is names 
after the Spring and Autumn Annals, which was the first written history of 
China. It was also a time of art, music, poetry, and philosophy. Below is 
artwork from the period. 
 

 
Above: Duke Zhuang of Zheng was a powerful ruler during the Zhou 
period. This painting shows his royal parade. Below: Artwork from the  
Zhou Dynasty. 
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SOURCEBOOK 6-17.C 
 

Source 2: Qin Dynasty 
 

    
 
The Qin (chin) Dynasty is where the modern country of China gets its 
name. It lasted from 221-206 BCE.  
 
Emperor Qin Shi Huang was the first emperor and he built a powerful 
government that tried to control the people. He removed power from nobles 
and enslaved people. He ended free speech and had a massive book 
burning to stop ideas that might oppose Confucianism and his rule.  
 
During Qin Shi Huang’s rule, the terracotta warrior sculptures were created 
for his burial tomb (above). They included statues of 8,000 soldiers, 130 
chariots with 520 horses, and 150 cavalry horses. In 202 BCE, Emperor 
Qin Shi Huang drank an elixir of mercury, which he believed would let him 
live forever, but killed him. His son took over, but their family’s rule would 
collapse, and this would be one of the shortest ancient Chinese dynasties.  
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Above: A portion of the Great Wall that was built during the Qin Dynasty. 
Below: A painting showing the burning of books during the Qin Dynasty.  
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SOURCEBOOK 6-17.D 
 

Source 3: Han Dynasty 
 

   
Above: (Left) Emperor Gaozu. (Right) Empress Lu Zhi. 
 
The Han (hahn) Dynasty was a time of learning and cultural change. It 
lasted from 202 BCE - 220 CE. At the beginning of the dynasty, Emperor 
Gaozu, a former commoner, understood the life of the peasants. He 
lowered taxes and opened up bureaucratic positions (government jobs) 
positions to all classes. This allowed some people to earn more money and 
work their way up society.  
 
In 195 BCE, Empress Lu Zhi becomes the first women emperor of China. 
She was a powerful ruler who had some of her enemies killed. She made 
many of her family members rulers over parts of the country.  
 
During this time the Silk Road began, which was a trade route between 
China and peoples to their west (such as West Asia/Middle East, Europe, 
and Africa). This increased the wealth of China. In 100 BCE, paper 
invented, which allowed for the rapid communication of ideas. 
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Above: The Silk Road, which was really a set of many roads, opened up 
trade between China and peoples to the west. Below: An image of the Han 
Dynasty’s Court. 
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SOURCEBOOK 6-17.E 
 

Source 4: Tang Dynasty 
 

   
Above: (Left) Empress Wu Zetian. (Right) An image of people from the 
Tang Dynasty Court on horseback. 
 
The Tang (tong) Dynasty was an era of inventions and advancements in 
Chinese history (gunpowder, air conditioning, gas stoves, printing, 
advancements in medicine, science, technology, architecture, and 
literature). It lasted from 618-907 CE.  
 
From 683-704 CE, Empress Wu Zetian improved education, agriculture, 
and reformed the government. Her reforms made the country more stable 
and generally improved the lives of the people. From 712-756 CE, Emperor 
Xuanzong built public libraries to collect all the books and calendars in 
print. All of this education may have influenced many of the inventions, 
including Yi Xing invention of the first mechanical clock powered by water 
in 725 CE.  
 
However, over time, the poor grew poorer. From 874-884 CE, there was 
the Huang-Chao Rebellion, which was an uprising against the emperor led 
by soldiers and peasants. They were unhappy with their lack of wealth and 
opportunity. It was so strong that it ended the Tang Dynasty. 
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Above: An image of the cities, with libraries and other educational 
institutions during the Tang Dynasty. Below: An image of the Huang-Chao 
Rebellion. 
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SOURCEBOOK 6-17.A 
 

Ancient Peoples of Eastern Asia Images 
 

(See Next Page) 
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Image 1 
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Dancing People Haniwa, Japan, circa 500 CE 
These are early Haniwa terracotta figures showing two people dancing. 
These statues are about 4 feet (1.2 meter) tall. Haniwa included images of 
people, animals, and houses and were put in Japanese tombs during the 
Kofun and Asuka Periods (c. 250-710 CE). The purpose of these 
sculptures is not known. Many haniwa are very detailed and tell us a lot 
about Japanese culture of the period. 
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Image 2 
 

 



 

 
Page S-142 
                                                                                                                            
Open Social Studies                                                                                                                                             This work is licensed under a Creative Commons   
LEVEL: GRADE 6                                                                                                                                                   Attribution Non-Commercial-ShareAlike 4.0 International License 
Version 4.0 (2020) 
 
 

Buddha of the Seokguram Grotto, Korea, circa 700 CE 
A replica of the 11 feet (3.45 meters) high granite Buddha stature from 
Seokguram Grotto. It is in Buddhist temple constructed in an artificial cave 
during the Unified Silla Period (668-935 CE) of ancient Korea. It is located 
near the Bulguksa Temple on Mt. Toham. 
 
 
  



 

 
Page S-143 
                                                                                                                            
Open Social Studies                                                                                                                                             This work is licensed under a Creative Commons   
LEVEL: GRADE 6                                                                                                                                                   Attribution Non-Commercial-ShareAlike 4.0 International License 
Version 4.0 (2020) 
 
 

Image 3 
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Warriors Painting, Mongolia, circa 1300 CE 
This is an illustration of 14th century CE Mongol mounted archers in battle.  
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Image 4 
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Đông Hồ Woodblock Painting, Vietnam, circa 938 CE 
A Đông Hồ painting (named after the village where they originated) done 
with a woodblock stamp depicting Ngô Quyền leading his troops against 
Southern Han (Chinese) forces on the Bạch Đằng River. 
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Image 5 
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Rice Paddy Painting, Japan, circa 500 CE 
A painting shows the planting of rice in ancient Japan. Notice all of the 
different people involved with different jobs. 
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Image 6 
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Landscape, Korea, circa 918–1392 CE 
A landscape painting from the Goryeo Dynasty showing cranes on a 
mountainous area. 
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Image 7 
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Jiaohe (giow-he) Ruins, Mongolia, circa 1300 CE 
Portion of the ruins of the ancient city of Jiaohe, which was invaded by the 
Genghis Khan of the Mongol Empire. It is now in the Uygur (we-ger) 
Autonomous Region of China.  
 
Current day Connection: Today, the Uygurs are a group that faces poor 
treatment by the Chinese government. Many Uygurs have been imprisoned 
in concentration camps because of their ethnicity and religion (Islam). Read 
more here: www.pbs.org/newshour/features/uighurs/ 
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Image 8 
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Garuda Statue, Vietnam, circa 1300 CE 
13th century Cham sculpture depicts Garuda devouring a nāga serpent. 
Garuda is a legendary bird or bird-like creature in Hindu, Buddhist, and Jain 
beliefs. In Vietnamese Buddhist beliefs, he was a dharmapala or “dharma 
protector” (a protector of Buddhist people) and is the enemy of the serpent 
or snake. 
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SOURCEBOOK 6-18.B 
 

Source 1: Ancient Japan 
 

 
Above: The famous torii (Shinto gate) at Itsukushima Shrine in Hiroshima 
Prefecture. 
 
According to Shinto beliefs, the Japanese islands were created by the gods 
Izanami and Izanagi when they dipped a spear into the sea. This may 
relate to Japan being a series of volcanic islands in the Pacific Ocean. The 
Earth has many kami, which are spirits of nature or ancestors, which must 
be respected. Ninigi, the first ruler of Japan, was the grandson of 
Amaterasu, the kami of the sun (which is why the Japanese flag is a rising 
sun). His great grandson was Emperor Jimmu, who ruled from 660-585 
BCE. 
 
Starting around 400 BCE, migrants began to arrive from continental Asia, 
especially Korea and China, probably driven by wars there. The population 
of Japan grew to 4.5 million people. By 600 CE, Japan began to adopt 
Buddhism as one of its main religions.  
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Above: (Left) Emperor Jimmu, first emporer of Japan.(Right) A painting 
from 1130 CE from the Tale of Genji, which is a piece of literature from the 
period. 
 
In 794 CE, the Emperor moved the capital to Heiankyo (today called as 
Kyoto, which literally means “capital”). In this period, Japan began to create 
large amounts of art, music, and literature (see above). Being an island, 
Japan became relatively isolated from its neighbors, but continued to trade 
in items such as pearls, gold dust, amber, raw silk, and tableware (dishes, 
bowls, cup). During this time, Japan develops its own writing system 
(different from Chinese characters) that uses hiragana (ひらがな) for native 
Japanese words) and katakana (カタカナ) for foreign words. In c. 1020 
CE, a Japanese woman named Murasaki Shikibu create the world’s first 
novel, the Tale of Genji.  
 
The emperor of Japan ruled over various clans (families). Each clan had 
their own private armies of samurai (warriors). A major war broke out in the 
1156 CE called the Hogen Disturbance and then again in 1160 CE called 
the Heiji Disturbance. The Minamoto clan would win and their leader 
Yoritomo was given the title of shogun by the emperor. His rule would 
usher in the beginning of medieval Japanese history. 
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SOURCEBOOK 6-18.C 
 

Source 2: Ancient Korea 
 

 
Above: The Bulguksa Temple was built under King Beopheung of Silla in 
528, who was known for bringing oxen-drawn ploughs and irrigation 
systems to Korea. 
 
According to Korean beliefs, Gojoseon (one of the first Korean kingdoms) 
was founded in 2333 BCE by Dangun Wanggeom or Tangun, who was the 
offspring of the god Hwanung (supreme being) and a female bear 
transformed into a woman.  
 
The Korean peninsula was inhabited from 10,000 BCE (or even earlier) by 
people who subsisted on hunting, fishing, and gathering. The Gojoseon 
Kingdom became wealthy due to agriculture and natural resources like 
gold, silver, copper, tin, and zinc, which they traded with others. This made 
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it a target of China, which invaded during Han Dynasty (206 BCE – 220 
CE). Korea would split into four kingdoms: northern Goguryeo (go-gu-yah), 
southwest Baekje (bay-say), south central Gaya (guy-yah), and southeast 
Silla (sin-la). There was constant war and alliances with China and Japan. 
 

   
Above: (Left) Dangun Wanggeom, the first king of Korea. (Right) A painting 
of the royal palace at Songdo (Kaesong). Goryeo period (918-1392 CE) 
 
In 668 CE, Koreans stopped an invasion from China and unified into one 
kingdom. From 918-1392 CE, rulers from Goryeo (Koryo) would rule Korea, 
which is the origin of the English name, Korea, for the peninsula. Koreans 
call it Hanguk (한국) in the south and Chosŏn (조선) in the north. During 
this time, Koreans invented movable metal type printing (something not 
existing in Europe until centuries later).  
 
The people of Korea became angry at the large palaces and water parks 
built by King Uijong (oo-jung). Rebellions broke out in 1126 and 1135 CE, 
which were stopped, but soon the Mongols invaded and Korea would not 
be independent again until 1392 CE. 
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SOURCEBOOK 6-18.D 
 

Source 3: Ancient Mongolia 
 

 

 
Above: The Lord's Enclosure, which is a shrine to Genghis Khan, was first 
built years after his death in 1368 (and rebuilt multiple times).   
 
The Mongul Empire was founded Genghis Khan (also known as Chinggis), 
who was the first Great Khan or ‘universal ruler’ of the Mongol peoples. 
Genghis created the empire by uniting the nomadic tribes of the Asian 
steppe and building a fast, light, and highly coordinated cavalry (warriors on 
horses). He would control from the Black Sea to the Korean peninsula.  
 
The climate of Mongolia is often cold and harsh. To survive the weather, 
ancient Mongolians made clothes from sheep’s wool and animal furs. Both 
men and women wore heelless boots, baggy trousers, a long jacket-robe 
(deel) with a leather belt, and a hat with earflaps. They created moveable 
winter-proof houses called yurts (gers). Their diet was heavy in dairy, 
including cheese, yogurt, butter, and dried milk curds. Men and women did 
not always have different jobs and women had more rights than many other 
Asian societies of the time. 



 

 
Page S-160 
                                                                                                                            
Open Social Studies                                                                                                                                             This work is licensed under a Creative Commons   
LEVEL: GRADE 6                                                                                                                                                   Attribution Non-Commercial-ShareAlike 4.0 International License 
Version 4.0 (2020) 
 
 

   
Above: (Right) A traditional circular felt tent or yurts created by the 
Mongolians. (Left) Genghis Khan, who was the first leader of Mongolia. 
Below: (Left) Mongol Empire map at its height. (Right) A Mongol warrior.  

        
 
Kublai Khan, grandson of Genghis, would reign from 1260 to 1294 CE. He 
declared himself the emperor of China and make a new capital in Daidu 
(Beijing). Eventually, the Mongolian Empire’s success would be its end. It 
expanded so far that it was hard to control. During the Ming Dynasty in 
1368, China gained independence. In the end, the Mongols stopped 
migrating and became a part of the societies that they had so easily 
conquered, which led to them being conquered by others.   
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SOURCEBOOK 6-18.E 

 

Source 4: Ancient Việt 
 

 
Above: The ancient city of Huế, which has ruins dating bac to the Kingdom 
of Lâm Ấp in the 300s CE. 
 
According to Vietnamese beliefs, the Việt (or Kinh) people originated from 
the marriage of a dragon father and Âu Cơ, a fairy mother, who had 100 
sons. Because the dragon was a water creature and the fairy was a land 
creature, they decided they could no longer stay together. They separated 
and took 50 children each, which became the people of Việt Nam (south of 
Việt).  
 
People had settled on the Vietnamese coast as early as 3000 BCE. In 500 
BCE, the Kingdom of Nan Yue formed in the northern area of Vietnam and 
was later invaded by China during the Han Dynasty. The Phù Nam (Funan) 
area in the south becomes a place of major sea trading ports. During this 
time, the Champa Kingdoms, including Lâm Ấp, formed in central Vietnam 
(see above). 
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In 40 CE, wanting freedom for the Việt people, the Trưng sisters (Trưng 
Trắc and Trưng Nhị) led a revolt against China. The revolt failed, but is a 
turning point in Vietnamese history. Around 100 CE, Buddhism comes to 
Vietnam and China continues to rule. In 939 CE, Ngo Quyen (who was 
pictures in the carousel activity earlier) finally defeats Chinese forces and 
ends Chinese control of the region. In 1280 CE, the Vietnamese stop a 
Mongol invasion. For the next few centuries, the Vietnamese people were 
constantly being invaded and defending themselves. 
 

 
Above: The Trưng sisters during their revolt against the Chinese. 
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SOURCEBOOK 6-19.A 
 

Image 
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SOURCEBOOK 6-19.B 
 

Source 1: Painting of the Tribute Giraffe  
 

 
Above: A painting depicting a tribute giraffe and a handler sent to 
China in the 1400s CE. 
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Source 2: “The Qilin” (Poem) by Shen Du (1357-1434)  
 
 

 
 
Above: The poem including 
a drawing of the “qilin” 
(mythical one-horned 
creature). Notice the poem 
written in Chinese 
characters the upper right-
hand corner. Those words 
are translated on the right. 
 
 
 

 
 
In the corner of the western seas, in the 
stagnant waters of a great morass, 
 
Truly was produced a qilin (mythical 
one-horned creature), whose shape was 
as high as fifteen feet. 
 
With the body of a deer and the tail of 
an ox, and a fleshy, boneless horn, 
 
With luminous spots like a red cloud or 
purple mist. 
 
Its hoofs do not tread on living beings 
and in its wanderings, it carefully selects 
its ground. 
 
It walks in stately fashion and in its 
every motion it observes a rhythm, 
 
Its harmonious voice sounds like a bell 
or a musical tube. 
 
Gentle is this animal, that has in 
antiquity been seen but once, 
 
The manifestation of its divine spirit 
rises up to heaven’s abode.
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Source 3: Yongle Emperor: Zhu Di  
 

 
 

Born Zhu Di (Emperor Chengzu or Yung Lo) became the leader of the Ming 
Dynasty in 1402 CE. His father had chosen his oldest brother, Zhu Biao, to 
be crown prince (next emperor), but he died young. His father then his 
nephew Zhu Yunwen to be crown prince. When Zhu Yunwen became 
emperor, he started to execute or demote his powerful uncles. Zhu Di 
decided to stop his nephew. In a revolt, Zhu Di overthrew his nephew and 
made himself emperor. He adopted the era name Yongle, which means 
“forever happiness.” 
 
From 1406 and 1420, Zhu Di, now called the Yongle Emperor, directed the 
construction of the Forbidden City in Beijing, where he would rule from, and 
the Porcelain Tower in Nanjing. He ordered the creation of the Yongle 
Encyclopedia to record all the known information about the world. He also 
created a secret police force to stop his enemies. As part of his rule, he 
decided to commission Zheng He (zjung her) to sail around the world and 
make discoveries for China.   
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Above: The Yongle Emperor ordered the construction of the Forbidden City 
in Beijing (this is a picture of it today). Below: The Yongle Emperor also 
ordered the construction of the Porcelain Tower of Nanjing.  
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Source 4: Zheng He 
 

   
Above: (Right) Zheng He. (Left) The large Chinese junk ships used to travel 
around the world.  
 
Zheng He (jung her) was born in the poor, mountainous Chinese province 
of Yunnan in 1372. He was Muslim, which was different than the vast 
majority of China, who were Buddhist, Daoist, and Confucian. Zheng He 
was chosen by the emperor to explore the Indian and Pacific Oceans. With 
317 ships (see image on next page) and 28,000 men, he went as far as 
Sumatra (Indonesia) in the east to Somalia in the west (this was 100 years 
before Columbus sailed his three ships for Spain). Zheng He traded with 
many different nations and periodically returned to China to give exotic gifts 
and tributes (gift to show respect) to the emperor. 
 
In the kingdom of Bengal (modern day Bangladesh), Zheng He’s was given 
a tribute of a giraffe from the envoy (official group) of people from Melindi (a 
city in modern day Kenya). In 1415, Zheng He presented the giraffe to the 
Yongle Emperor. He had it roam around his palace’s court. Having never 
seen giraffes, many people thought it was a mythological animal.  
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Above: Zheng He’s fleet of junk ships, which number at least 317. Below: A 
map of his many voyages.  
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Source 5: Envoy from Malindi and Saifuddin Hamza Shah 
 

   
Above: (Right) An image of Africa traders, like the Envoy from Melindi, who 
gave a giraffe to Bengal, wo then gave it to the Chinese emperor. (Left) A 
map showing the location of the Kingdom of Bengal, where the giraffe was 
exchanged to Zheng He. 
 
Saifuddin Hamza Shah, the ruler of Bengal (modern day Bangladesh), 
decided to impress the Chinese emperor by giving him a gift which he had 
received from an envoy of the ruler of Melinda (in today’s Kenya). 
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SOURCEBOOK 6-20.B 
 

Maps 
Silk Road (100s BCE–1450s CE) 

 
 
Silk Road and Belt and Road Initiative (2013 CE–present) 
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SOURCEBOOK 6-20.B 
 

Source 1: Silk Road Opened an Important Global Trade 
Network 

 
The Silk Road was a lucrative (making large sums of money) trade that 
was established (started) around 100 BCE during the Han dynasty in 
China. While it is named after one of its most important products, silk from 
China, it included the trade of many items, including spices, oils, pearls, 
leopard skins, gold, papyrus, and even housewares (like bowls, cups, and 
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plates). The Chinese did everything they could to protect their trade 
including building extensions to the Great Wall. 
 
The trade benefited different groups of people in Asia, Europe, and Africa, 
making nations in those different regions very wealthy from their trade. It 
also helped spread ideas, languages, and religions. As traders from Asia, 
Europe, and Africa traveled the routes, they shared Buddhism, 
Zoroastrianism, Judaism, and later, Christianity and Islam. 
 

     
Above: (Left) A bronze coin from Rome found in Xinjiang, China. (Right) A 
Chinese terracotta statue depicting a person from Europe or the Middle 
East on a camel. 
 
From Zhang Qian’s Diary from the period showing how the Han Dynasty of 
China used trade to create peace: 
 
The Chinese sent yearly presents of raw and wove silk, wine and food, thus 
aiming to cultivate Chinese tastes among Hsiung-nu (a group of people 
west of China on the Asian steppes) … The next we hear of the Hsiung-nu 
is in the year 176, and they send a dispatch (people) to the Emperor. They 
say: “The Great Shen-yu, by the will of God ruler of the Hsiung-nu nation, 
respectfully salutes the Emperor of China. We are pleased to express 
gratification on the conclusion of a treaty of peace.”  
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SOURCEBOOK 6-20.B 
 

Source 2: Silk Road Possibly Caused the Spread of the 
Plague 

 
Above: A French painting of the Bubonic Plague. 
 
While the Silk Road was a source of economic trade, some historians 
argue that it was also a source for disease. The Bubonic Plague, also 
known as the Black Death, was one of the first great pandemics (disease 
outbreaks) to sweep across the globe. More than 50 million people would 
be killed worldwide between 1346 and 1352. Despite its name, the Silk 
Road was a series of many roads connecting Asia, Europe, and Africa. The 
Bubonic Plague is spread by fleas, which were transported via the trade 
route through transportation animals (like horses or camels) or rats in carts 
or boats. It likely started in or near China at some point in the mid-1300s.  
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SOURCEBOOK 6-20.C 
 

Source 3: Belt and Road Initiative Built Needed Infrastructure 

 
Above: A train in Kenya, which was financed (money lended) by the 
Chinese government as part of the Belt and Road Initiative.   

 
The Belt and Road Initiative (一带一路) may cost China as much as $1.3 
trillion by 2027. They are investing in infrastructure projects (building 
projects) in Africa, Eastern Europe, and other parts of Asia. They are 
lending money and building train lines, highways, school and health care 
buildings, cell phone networks, and computer networks. This is helping 
poorer countries around the world improve the lives of their people through 
transportation, internet technologies, and health care. For example, China 
built the China-Poland Railway to move freight trains from Chengdu, China  
to Łodz (whoa-j), Poland. China built a major passenger railway in Kenya, 
which was the largest project in the country’s history. China is also built the 
Kohala Hydro Project, which will supply cheap electricity to parts of 
Pakistan. 
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SOURCEBOOK 6-20.A 
 

Source 4: Belt and Road Initiative Put Nations in Debt 

Above: The above map shows nations that have accepted resources from 
the Belt and Road Initiative. Nations that with high risk (red), significant risk 
(yellow), and low risk (blue) related to amount of debt that they have with 
China. 
 
From Forbes Magazine (January 29, 2020): 
 
Today, nearly seven years since the Belt and Road Initiative began, 
Chinese investment has become a synonym (means the same as) for 
wasteful spending, environmental destruction, and debt. Many major 
projects are currently half-finished and the opportunities that were sold to 



 

 
Page S-177 
                                                                                                                            
Open Social Studies                                                                                                                                             This work is licensed under a Creative Commons   
LEVEL: GRADE 6                                                                                                                                                   Attribution Non-Commercial-ShareAlike 4.0 International License 
Version 4.0 (2020) 
 
 

local populations have not brought much wealth. All up and down the Belt 
and Road Initiative, infrastructure projects have been delayed, lost financial 
support, and had outpourings of negative public sentiment from the local 
populations (sometimes even becoming violent protests). 
 
China partnered with Sri Lanka’s former president, Mahinda Rajapaksa, 
who now faces allegations of corruption, to build a series of mega-projects 
in Hambantota. The plan called for a new sea port, an airport, a sports 
stadium, a conference center, and many miles of new roadways. The 
country soon sunk into debt and many of the projects have not been 
finished. China now owns the sea port and has a lease to make money 
from it for 99 years. 
 

 
Above: A chart showing the amount of debt (in billions) that nations have 
borrowed from China in relation to the total amount of wealth (Gross 
National Income) of their country. Mongolia has borrowed over two times its 
gross national income from the Chinese government. 
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SOURCEBOOK 6-21.A 
 

Zoom In Inquiry Activity 
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SOURCEBOOK 6-21.B 
 

The Crusades: Overview 
 

 
Above: A European image of a battle between European (right) and Arab 
soldiers during the Crusades. The painting includes the star and crescent 
moon, which has become a symbol of Islam.  
 
In the early 1000s CE, Europe was ruled mostly by kings who had alliances 
to the popes of the Roman Catholic (Christian) Church. Much of European 
life was organized around Christianity and church. On the other hand, the 
Middle East was a much more religiously diverse place at this time, where 
Christians, Muslims, Jews, and other religions co-existed. Many of the 
cities of the Middle East, such as Jerusalem and Baghdad, were much 
larger and urban (city-like and densely populated) than those of Europe.  
 
Between 1096 and 1291, the Crusades were eight religious wars between 
Europeans and Arabs (a group in the Middle East/Western Asia) to control 
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of shared holy sites in places like Jerusalem. Pope Urban II of France 
ordered the first invasions and promised any knights who fought that all of 
their sins (bad acts against god) would be forgiven. As a result, some pretty 
terrible knights joined, so they could get a free pass to heaven. The battles 
would be gruesome and very violent. There were stories of killed prisoners’ 
heads being paraded on spikes, dead horses having so many arrows 
sticking into them that they looked like porcupines, and some armies 
cutting off supplies, so their enemies were starved to death. At the same 
time, it was not constant war, there are many stories of European soldiers 
deciding to settle in the Middle East where they raised families and farmed 
peacefully. 
 

 
Above: A map of the Crusades. 
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Near the beginning of the Crusades in 1099 CE, the Europeans captured 
Jerusalem, including the important holy sites of Al-Aqsa Mosque and the 
Dome of the Rock. They killed many Muslim and Jews who lived in the 
area and they attempted to create a new European Kingdom there. 
 
Even though they lost the Crusades, the Europeans attacks on the Middle 
East increased their power and wealth. They also borrowed many ideas 
from their interactions with the Muslim people in the Middle East, including 
better castle design, gunpowder, Arabic numbers (1, 2, 3, etc.), medicines, 
and new types of foods (lemons, apricots, sugar, spices).  
 
The Crusades had a negative impact on people in the Middle East. Toward 
the end of the Crusades, Mongol armies began invaded the Middle 
East/Western Asia under the leadership of Ghazan Khan, who was the 
great nephew of Genghis Khan (studies in a previous lesson) and they 
would eventually win. By the time the European Crusaders were kicked out, 
most of the rulers in the area where Muslim. Many Arab Christians and 
Jews converted to Islam and their communities became much smaller. 
 

 
Above: European’s view of their taking of Jerusalem in 1099 CE. 



 

 
Page S-187 
                                                                                                                            
Open Social Studies                                                                                                                                             This work is licensed under a Creative Commons   
LEVEL: GRADE 6                                                                                                                                                   Attribution Non-Commercial-ShareAlike 4.0 International License 
Version 4.0 (2020) 
 
 

SOURCEBOOK 6-21.C 
 

Source 1: Uprisings in Aleppo and Baghdad 
 

 
Above: In Jerusalem (notice the al-Aqsa Mosque in the middle), Arab 
people organized uprisings against the Europeans who had invaded and 
tried to make their own kingdom. 
 
When the Europeans invaded Jerusalem, they expelled (kicked out) Arab 
Muslims, Christians, and Jews. They planned to build a European kingdom 
and encouraged European Christians to migrant from Europe. In reaction, 
there were Arab uprisings in cities like Aleppo (in modern day Syria) and 
Baghdad (modern day Iraq) against Arab leaders who were supporting the 
European Crusaders. These uprisings later spread to Jerusalem (above). 
Many Muslims viewed this as a jihad or the Arabic word for “struggle to do 
right.” They saw this as a time to defend themselves from the European 
invasion and to protect their home land. By weakening the Arab support for 
the European Crusades, this helped make the conditions right for Arab 
armies to respond and try to push the European soldiers, also called 
knights, to return to Europe.  
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Above: A European woodblock painting of Arab Muslims, who rebelled 
against their invasion of the Middle East. Below: A painting of Baghdad 
during the Crusades. 
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SOURCEBOOK 6-21.D 
 

Source 2: Saladin Wins Back Jerusalem 
 

 
Above: A European painting of Saladin's Conquest of Jerusalem in 1187 
CE. Saladin is on the white horse. 
 
In 1187 CE, the Muslim military leader Saladin (full name was An-Nasir 
Salah ad-Din Yusuf ibn Ayyub) invaded the Mediterranean coast with the 
hope of taking back Jerusalem for the Arabs. He quickly defeated 
European armies and soon reach the walls of Jerusalem. Rather than kill 
many people, he told the Europeans that they could take all of their 
possessions and leave the city. The Europeans rejected this. Saladin gave 
a second offer: the Europeans could carry on with their lives and if no 
European army came to save them within the next six months, they shall 
surrender the city under the same conditions. The Europeans again 
refused. Saladin then attacked and after weeks of trying to get into the city 
walls, he was successful. He could have killed everyone in the city, but 
because of his Muslim beliefs, he decided to save everyone. He made the 
Crusader knights ransom themselves or serve for a time as slaves. He 
freed the elderly people and wives and children of knights.  
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When the King of England, Richard I (The Lionheart) heard that Jeruselem 
was lost, he ordered the killing of 2,700 Arab prisoners. Beha-ed-Din 
witnessed the massacre. He wrote: “Then the king of England … acted 
unfaithfully as regards his Muslim prisoners. He told the Sultan that he 
would give them freedom. Now the king broke his promises. … The Franks 
then flung themselves upon the prisoners and massacred them with 
sword.” 

 
Above: The European Crusaders surrender Jerusalem to Saladin. Below: 
Richard I (The Lionheart) of England oversees a massacre (mass killing) of 
Arabs after the Europeans lose the city. 
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SOURCEBOOK 6-21.D 
 

Source 3: The Siege of Acre  
 

 
Above: An image of the Siege of Acre. 
 
Acre (ac-ra) had long been an important port city for the European 
Crusaders in the Levant (today includes Syria, Lebanon, Jordan, Israel, 
and Palestine). In 1104, European Crusaders capture Acre and started 
using it to bring in more knights and trade goods. In 1187 CE, Saladin 
would briefly take control of it for the Arabs, but Richard I (The Lionheart) of 
England would take it back in 1189 CE. From August 1189 to July 1191 
CE, Sultan al-Ashraf Khalil lead an army in their attack of the city. They 
eventually broke through the city’s walls. Chaos broke out with the 
European residents trying to flee to boats in the port and leave. People who 
remained were taken prisoner and sold into slavery or killed. Sultan Khalil 
ordered the city’s walls destroyed. They next took Sidon, Tyre, and Beirut. 
The European knights left and the Crusades were officially over.  
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Above: (Left) The Europeans place trebuchets (a catapult that throws large 
stones) around Acre to prevent anyone from invading. (Right) A map of the 
region showing Arab and European castles during the Crusades. Notice the 
location of Acre and Jerusalem. Below: An image of European Crusaders 
arriving by boat in the Middle East. 
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SOURCEBOOK 6-22.A 
 

Global Climate Groups Map 
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SOURCEBOOK 6-22.B 
 

Terrain Types 
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SOURCEBOOK 6-22.D 
 

Source 1: Asian Steppe 
 

 
Above: An image of the Steppe in Mongolia. 
 
The Steppe is grasslands that extends over 5,000 miles (8,000 kilometers) 
from Hungary in the west China in the east (often called the Eurasian 
Steppe). To put it into context, it is about 3,000 miles to go from 
Massachusetts to California.  The Steppe does have occasional mountain 
ranges dividing it into segments. The two main segments of the Steppe are 
the Eastern Steppe (Mongolia and northern China) and Western Steppe 
(Ukraine, southern Russia, Kazakhstan). Since there are relatively few 
natural barriers the peoples of the Steppe have a long history of interacting 
with each other through migration and trade. The Steppe generally has hot 
summers and cold winters with the greatest extreme temperatures found 
anywhere else in the world. In parts of Mongolia, yearly temperatures can 
range from 94° Fahrenheit (33° Celsius) in the summer to -40° Fahrenheit 
(-40° Celsius) in the winter. Some animals that you will find in the Asian 
Steppe include wild Przewalski’s horses, saiga antelopes, saker falcons, 
and bustards, which is a flightless bird. 
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Above: The location of the Asian Steppe highlighted in light blue. Below: 
The wild Przewalski Horse found in parts of the Asian Steppe. 
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SOURCEBOOK 6-22.E 
 

Source 2: The Himalayas 
 

 
Above: Sagarmatha (Nepali: !"#$%&%) or Chomolungma (Tibetan: ཇོ་མོ་%ང་མ), 
also known as Mt. Everest, is the tallest mountain peak on Earth.  
 
The Himalayas are a mountain range that includes Earth’s highest 
mountain peaks. Sagarmatha or Chomolungma also known as Mt. Everest, 
is the tallest mountain on Earth (above). The Himalayas continue to rise 
more than .7 inches (2 cm) a year. The climate ranges from tropical (wet 
and hot) at the base of the mountains to permanent ice and snow at the 
highest elevations. Climbing the highest mountains, like Mt. Everest or K2, 
involves training and is very dangerous. More than 300 people have died 
attempting to reach the summit. Some animals that you will find in the 
Himalayas include snow leopards, Himalayan tahr (next page), red panda, 
Asian black bear, and langurs (a type of small monkey). 
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Above: A map of the Himalayas mountain range. Below: (Left) A monastery 
on the side of a mountain in Bhutan. (Right) Himalayan tahr, a type of ram. 
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SOURCEBOOK 6-22.F 
 

Source 3: Monsoon Region 
 

 
Above: People in India walking in the rains for the Monsoons. 
 
The Monsoon Region of Asia goes from India in the west to Taiwan and 
China in the east, and includes Southeast Asia and the Philippines. 
Monsoons are a weather pattern of wet and dry seasons. They are caused 
by the changing winds of seasons (see map on next page). Monsoons 
always blow from cold to warm regions. Summer monsoons often carry 
regular heavy rainfall. Most of the Asian Monsoon Region is tropical. In 
India, yearly temperatures can range from 104° Fahrenheit (40° Celsius) in 
the summer to 50° Fahrenheit (10° Celsius) in the winter. Some animals 
that you will find in the Monsoon Region include Asian giant softshell turtle, 
Bengal tiger, Asian elephant, lion-tailed macaque (monkey), king cobra, 
and the mugger crocodile. 
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Above: Map showing the typical locations of the summer monsoons in Asia. 
Below: (Left) People navigating boats on the Mekong River in Vietnam. 
(Right) Asian giant softshell turtle, found throughout Southeast Asia.   
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SOURCEBOOK 6-22.G 
 

Source 4: Arabian Desert 
 

 
Above: People riding camels in the Arabian Desert. 
 
The Arabian Desert in in Western Asia (Middle East) and includes much of 
the area between the Red Sea and the Persian Gulf. Deserts have 
incredibly dry conditions. The Arabian Desert gets about 3.9 inches (9 cm) 
of rain a year (In comparison, Boston gets about 47 inches or 119 cm of 
rain a year). Since there is little rain, living conditions are hostile (harsh) for 
plant and animal life. In Saudi Arabia, yearly temperatures can range from 
122° Fahrenheit (50° Celsius) in the summer to 68° Fahrenheit (20° 
Celsius) in the winter. Some animals that you will find in the Arabian Desert 
include oryx, Arabian wolf, Arabian leopard, hare, warbler (a small bird), 
and dabb lizard. 
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Above: A map showing the location of the Arabian Desert. Below: (Left) an 
oryx. (Right) Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, which is in the Arabian Desert. 
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SOURCEBOOK 6-22.H 
 

Source 5: Ring of Fire 
 

 
Above: Eruption of Sakurajima volcano in Japan. 
 

The Ring of Fire, also known as the Circum-Pacific belt, is an area in the 
basin of the Pacific Ocean where many earthquakes and volcanic eruptions 
occur. Much of the Ring of Fire is in Asia and the Pacific Islands (see map 
on next page). It has more than 75% of the world’s volcanoes (at 452 
volcanoes) and 90% of the world’s earthquakes. 10% of the world's active 
volcanoes are found in Japan alone (and it also has regular earthquakes). 
The climate of this area ranges from tropical (like the Philippines) to 
temperate (moderate temperature changes-like Japan). In Japan, the 
temperature is 95° Fahrenheit (35° Celsius) in the summer to 33.6° 
Fahrenheit (0.9° Celsius) in the winter. In the Philippines, the temperature 
is 93° Fahrenheit (33° Celsius) in the summer and 74° Fahrenheit (23° 
Celsius) in the winter. Some animals that you will find in the Ring of Fire 
include wild macaque (Japan, Philippines), wild boars (Japan), red fox 
(Japan), warty hog (Philippines), tamaraw buffalo (Philippines), blue whale 
(Pacific Ocean), sperm whale (Pacific Ocean), Micronesian pigeon (Pacific 
Islands), and leatherback and hawksbill turtles (Pacific Islands). 
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Above: A map showing the Pacific “Rim of Fire.” The western part is 
located in Asia. Below: (Left) A macaque in Arashiyama Bamboo Forest 
near Kyoto, Japan. (Right) The Mayon volcano in the Philippines.  
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SOURCEBOOK 6-23.A 
 

Asia in Our Century: Image Sort (A) 
 

Try to put these images from the past two decades in 
chronological order, from the first (oldest) image to the last 
(newest) image. 
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Asia in Our Century: Image Sort (B) 
 

Try to put these images from the past two decades in 
chronological order, from the first (oldest) image to the last 
(newest) image. 
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Asia in Our Century: Image Sort (C) 
 

Try to put these images from the past two decades in 
chronological order, from the first (oldest) image to the last 
(newest) image. 
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Asia in Our Century: Image Sort (D) 
 

Try to put these images from the past two decades in 
chronological order, from the first (oldest) image to the last 
(newest) image. 
 

 
 
  



 

 
Page S-209 
                                                                                                                            
Open Social Studies                                                                                                                                             This work is licensed under a Creative Commons   
LEVEL: GRADE 6                                                                                                                                                   Attribution Non-Commercial-ShareAlike 4.0 International License 
Version 4.0 (2020) 
 
 

Asia in Our Century: Image Sort (E) 
 

Try to put these images from the past two decades in 
chronological order, from the first (oldest) image to the last 
(newest) image. 
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SOURCEBOOK 6-23.B 
 

Source 1: ASEAN Charter 
 

 
Above: Leaders of Southeast Asian nations at the 2007 ASEA Summit, 
which was held during the planning period of their charter that was officially 
adopted in 2008. 
 
While the Association of Southeast Asian Nations or ASEAN began in 
1967, they created their first charter in 2008. The charter established a 
union similar to that of the European Union. The organization provides 
cooperation between the nations based on economic, political, security, 
military, educational, and cultural interests. It currently includes the 10 
member nations of Brunei, Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia, 
Myanmar, the Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, and Vietnam. The ASEAN 
nations have also created ASEAN Plus Six, which includes China, India, 
Japan, South Korea, Australia, and New Zealand, and where they discuss 
regional issues related to economics, energy, and security. This is an 
important change for the region, which previously had few countries 
working together to solve problems. This has also helped the Southeast 
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Asian nations improve their economies and infrastructure (buildings, roads, 
public transportation, etc.).   

 
Above: The 10 nations of ASEAN. Below: A chart showing the economic 
growth of the ASEAN nations since 1960. 
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SOURCEBOOK 6-23.C 
 

Source 2: North Korea Nuclear Tests 
 

 
Above: A 2017 North Korean test of a rocket that can carry a nuclear 
warhead. These tests started in 2006.  
 

In the late 1940s and early 1950s, Korea had a civil war. While the war 
never ended, fighting stopped in 1953 (over 5 million people died) and they 
were separated into two countries: South Korea and North Korea. There is 
a heavy guarded border between the two countries called the Demilitarized 
Zone (DMZ). There has long been tensions between the two nations and 
there is concern about the potential for a nuclear accident or war. In 2003, 
North Korea withdrew from the United Nations’ Treaty on Nuclear Weapons 
and started a nuclear program. Since 2006, it has conducted six nuclear 
tests and numerous missile launches. Several of the missile launches have 
landed near neighboring South Korea, Japan (with several missiles going 
over Japan), and the Philippines. As a result of the internationally illegal 
tests, the United Nations has had sanctions (penalties) on North Korea’s 
economy since 2006, banning many products from being imported. South 
Korea and North Korea have made recent agreements to work toward 
peace, but there are worries that this will not last long. 
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Above: A map of North Korean six missile tests. Below: North Korean 
leader Kim Jong Un and South Korean President Moon Jae-in hold up 
hands after signing agreements. 

  



 

 
Page S-214 
                                                                                                                            
Open Social Studies                                                                                                                                             This work is licensed under a Creative Commons   
LEVEL: GRADE 6                                                                                                                                                   Attribution Non-Commercial-ShareAlike 4.0 International License 
Version 4.0 (2020) 
 
 

 
SOURCEBOOK 6-23.D 

 

Source 3: China Hosts the 2008 Olympics 
 

 
Above: Opening Ceremony of the 2008 Beijing Olympics. 
 
China hosted its first Olympic Games in 2008. This was the third time that 
the Olympics were held in Asia, following the 1964 Summer Olympics in 
Tokyo, Japan, and the 1988 Summer Olympics in Seoul, South Korea. In 
2022, Beijing will host the Winter Olympic Games and it will be the first city 
in history to have hosted a summer and winter Olympics. To prepare for the 
Olympics, China build Beijing National Stadium, also known as the Bird’s 
Nest (ề巢). The Bird’s Nest was designed by Swiss and Chinese 
architects in partnership with Chinese artist Ai Weiwei (who now lives in 
England after he was forced out of China for protesting the government’s 
human rights violations). The Beijing Olympics represented a moment for 
China to show its growing global economic and political power to the world. 
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Above: Beijing National Stadium, also known as the Bird’s Nest, built for 
the 2008 Olympics. Below: Images from the Beijing Summer Games. 
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SOURCEBOOK 6-23.E 
 

Source 4: Tōhoku Earthquake and Tsunami and Fukushima 
Daiichi Disaster 

 

 
Above: A boat pushed onto a house during the 2011 tsunami in Otsuchi, 
Japan. 
 
The Tōhoku earthquake, sometimes referred to as the Great East Japan 
Earthquake (東日本大震災) or the Sendai Earthquake, was a magnitude 
9.0 earthquake that hit the northeast coast of Japan’s Honshu Island (the 
largest island that includes the capital of Tokyo). The earthquake caused a 
major tsunami (ocean wave) that reached 133 feet (40.5 meters) high that 
destroyed many coastal cities (see image above). It was the most powerful 
earthquake ever recorded in Japan and the fourth most powerful 
earthquake in the world since modern record-keeping began in 1900. Over 
10,000 people died in the earthquake. The earthquake also caused the 
Daiichi Nuclear Power Plant in Fukushima, Japan to have permanent 
damage to its reactors and it caused radiation leaks. The economic cost 
was $235 billion, making it the costliest natural disaster in history. 
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Above: (Left) A map of the earthquake epicenter northeast of Sendai, 
Japan. (Right) The destruction caused by the earthquake at the Fukushima 
Daiichi Nuclear Power Plant. Below: An image of the tsunami, which 
destroyed many coastal cities and towns. 
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SOURCEBOOK 6-23.F 
 

Source 5: Asian Media Goes Global: Bollywood, K-Pop, and 
Anime 

 

 
Above: Actors from the Indian-British film Slumdog Millionaire celebrate 
their 2009 Oscar Award in Los Angeles. 
 

Some people have called the 21st century, the “Asian century.” It has 
witnessed a rise in economic and political power from countries like China 
and India. From 2009 to 2019, East Asian and South Asian media (films, 
television, music) also gained global popularity. All around the world people 
were seeing Bollywood movies (the Indian version of Hollywood), listing to 
K-Pop (a nickname for Korean pop music), or watching anime cartoons 
from Japan. In 2009, the Indian-British film Slumdog Millionaire won an 
Oscar Award in the U.S. In 2012, the K-Pop song “Gangnam Style” from 
rapper Psy top the charts in multiple countries including the U.S. The K-
Pop group BTS won Billboard Music Awards in 2017, 2018, and 2019. The 
Bollywood films Dangal (2017) and Secret Superstar (2018) together made 
a combined $400 million worldwide, while the 2019 anime film Pokémon 
Detective Pikachu made $433 million. 
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Above: Korean rapper Psy during his music video for the song “Gangnam 
Style.” Below: A promotional poster for the Bollywood film “Dangal” and a 
screen shot from the 2019 Japanese anime movie “Pokémon: Detective 
Pikachu.”  
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SOURCEBOOK 6-25.A 
 

Map of British Columbia and Musqeaum Lands 
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SOURCEBOOK 6-25.B 
 

Coastal Salish Artifacts 
 

Below are a series of images of Coastal Salish (say-lish) artifacts that were 
found in the area of Vancouver, British Columbia. Many of these artifacts 
are currently in museums and not under the protection of the Musqeaum 
Nation. 
 

 
Human carved stone figure: Date unknown 
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Ceremonial Bowl: 500 BCE - 500 CE 
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Elk antler figure: 200-1200 CE 
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Hat: 1000-1600 CE (below is a similar hat made by Karen Skyki Reed in 

the year 2000) 
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Wool spindle: 1800s CE 
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SOURCEBOOK 6-25.C 
 

Source 1: Europeans Arrive in c̓əsnaʔəm/Excavations 
 

 
Above: A 1908 excavation exposing the bodies of Salish people on the land 
of c̓əsnaʔəm (Marpole Midden).  
 
Coast Salish people lived on the c̓əsnaʔəm (tsus-na-um) site beginning at 
least 4,000 years ago. 200 years ago, European Canadians arrived. They 
brought with them smallpox, which killed many of the Indigenous people in 
the area. From 1884 to 1970, archeologists mined (dig) the Marpole 
Midden site searching for Salish people’s remains, many dating from 2400-
1600 years ago. In 1933, Marpole Midden was declared by the Canadian 
government a historic site and five years later a monument was dedicated 
on the site. 
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Above: In 1938, Vancouver Alderman H.L. Corey shows everyone a new 
cairn monument (man-made pile of stones) to the Salish people burial, 
what White people called the Great Fraser Midden. At the time, Canada 
was still a British dominion, which explains the British flag. 
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SOURCEBOOK 6-25.D 
 

Source 2: Fraser Arms Hotel 
 

 
Above: The Fraser Arms Hotel that was constructed on the c̓əsnaʔəm 
(tsus-na-um) site in the 1950s. 

 
In the 1950s, the Fraser Arms Hotel was built on top of the Indigenous 
ancestral homes and burial grounds. The construction damaged much of 
the site. In December 2011, the provincial (like a state in Canada) 
government issued a permit to White builders to develop a nearby site into 
a 108-unit condominium building. Unlike the 1950s, before the project 
began, they were required to allow archeologists to examine the area and 
they found more native peoples’ remains there. This lead to a protest of 
Musqueam Band members, where they demanded the project be stopped 
and the land returned to their nation. Musqueam Band members also lead 
a protest that closed the Arthur Laing Bridge, which connects Vancouver to 
Richmond, British Columbia. The provincial government would reverse its 
decision and reversed its decision to issue the permits. Since then, 
Musqueam people have purchased the property. 
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Above: An image of the archeological dig at the condominium proposal site. 
Below: Musqueam protesters on the Arthur Laing Bridge. 
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SOURCEBOOK 6-25.E 
 

Source 3: Protests/Vancouver to Consider Transferring Land 
to Musqueam Nation 

 

 
Above: A Musqueam protest for sovereignty rights over their ancestral land 
and burial grounds. 
 
After decades of protest, the City of Vancouver considered ways to give 
Musqueam Nation land back to its people. Vancouver Mayor Gregor 
Robertson introduced a motion to direct staff to investigate and report back 
on how a city-owned parcel of land in Marpole MIdden can be transferred 
to the Musqueam First Nation for $1 “to provide for its ongoing heritage and 
cultural protection.” The site was returned to the Musqueam Nation and 
they are currently considering ways to protect it. There are also many other 
similar sites in the area that have not been returned. 
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Above: The old Fraser Arms Hotel was turned into a strip mall. Below: 
Protesters demand that their ancestral land and burial grounds be 
respected. 
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SOURCEBOOK 6-26.A 
 

Source 1: The Taino People’s Language and Culture 
 

 
Above: A map of the Taínos people in the Caribbean. 
 
If you have ever paddled a canoe (konoa), napped in a hammock 
(hamaca), ate barbecue (barbacoa), experienced a hurricane (juracán), you 
can thank the Taíno. The Indigenous people of Puerto Rico and the other 
Caribbean islands invented those words long before Christopher Columbus 
came to the Americas in 1492. The Taíno were part of a larger language 
and cultural group of Indigenous Caribbean people that also including the 
Arawak, some Amazonian people (people living along the Amazon River), 
and possibly the Carib (whom the Caribbean Sea is names after). In fact, if 
you are of Puerto Rican, Cuban, Jamaican, Haitian, or Dominican decent 
(have ancestors from there), it is very possible that you also share DNA 
with the Taíno people. For example, about 60% of Puerto Ricans have 
some traces of Taíno DNA.  
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Source 2: The Taino People’s Homes 
 

 
Above: A Cuban reconstruction of Taínos homes or bohios. The houses 
were built to sustain the heavy winds of Caribbean hurricanes. Spanish 
invaders described Taíno towns as densely settled and well organized. 
Below: Dujo, a wooden ceremonial chair crafted by a Taíno person. 
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Source 3: Craftwork 
 

   
Above: Statues made by the ancient Taíno people. Below: A Taíno pot. 

 
The Taínos were inventive people who learned to strain cyanide from life-
giving yuca, developed pepper gas for warfare, devised medicines from 
nature, built oceangoing canoes large enough for more than 100 paddlers 
and played games with a ball made of rubber, which fascinated Europeans 
seeing the material for the first time. The Taíno made detailed pottery, 
wove complicated belts from dyed cotton, and carved enigmatic images 
from wood, stone, shell and bone. 
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Source 4: Transportation and Food 
 

 
Above: A canoe, which was a typical form of Taíno transportation.  
 
Taíno people were highly skilled in agriculture, fishing, and hunting. They 
made fishing nets and ropes from cotton and palm. Their boats or kanoa 
(where the English word canoe comes from) were made in various sizes 
and the smallest could hold 2 people while the largest could hold 150 
people. An average-sized canoe would hold about 15–20 people. They 
used bows and arrows for hunting and developed the use of poisons on 
their arrowheads. Taíno people ate vegetables, fruit, meat, and fish. There 
were no large animals native to the Caribbean, but they captured and ate 
local small animals. The Taíno stored live fish and turtles in weirs (basket in 
water) until they were ready to be cooked.   
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SOURCEBOOK 6-27.A 
 

Indigenous Lands Map 
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SOURCEBOOK 6-27.C 
 

Source 1: Protect Indigenous Land 
 

 

 
Above: The Indigenous people are currently protecting some of the most 
important rainforest land along the Amazon River. 
 
Indigenous reservations protect the Amazon rainforest for further damage. 
They take care of the land and their traditional farming and hunting 
methods do not destroy the land like mining, logging, and cattle ranching.  
 
Brazil had a history of supporting the rights of Indigenous people. Created 
in 1967, Fundação Nacional do Índio (FUNAI), or National Indian 
Foundation in English, is Brazil’s government agency created to protect 
Indigenous people, their cultures, and land. In 1988, Brazil also created a 
new Constitution and it recognizes Indigenous people’s right to pursue their 
traditional ways of life and to the permanent and exclusive possession of 
their traditional lands. 
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Over the past few years, things have not been positive for Brazil’s 
Indigenous people. They have been under attack by Brazil’s current 
president Jair Bolsonaro, who has said, “The Indians do not speak our 
language. They do not have money. They do not have culture.” He has said 
that they should have their territory taken away and that mining, logging, 
and cattle ranching should be allowed there. Environmentalists warn that 
the government is already allowing damage to the Amazon. In the first two 
months of 2019, 8,500 hectares (21,000 acres) of rainforest was cut down 
in the Xingu river basin and built more than 60 dams changing the river 
flow. This has led to Indigenous people leading protests against the 
government. 
 
One way that people outside Brazil can help support the Indigenous people 
is to boycott (not buy) wood or metals taken from the Amazon rainforest 
and to avoid buying Brazilian beef raised on farms near the rainforest. Here 
is a list of other products to check and see if the companies that you buy 
from hurt (or support) Indigenous people in Brazil: 
https://blogs.wwf.org.uk/blog/business-government/green-economy/10-
products-and-ingredients-that-come-from-the-amazon/   
 

 
Above: Indigenous people in Brazil protest the creation of river dams and 
the destruction of the rainforest.  
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SOURCEBOOK 6-27.D 
 

Source 2: Support Indigenous Cultures and Languages 
 

 
Above: Local university researchers have been teaching A'Ukre villagers 
how to use digital cameras to capture their culture and way of life. 
 

There are over 330 different Indigenous languages spoken in the Amazon. 
Many of these languages have less than 500 speakers still using them. 
When Portuguese settlers first colonized Brazil, they forced many 
Indigenous people to speak Portuguese. The different Indigenous groups of 
Brazil have unique traditions, including celebrations and holidays, religious 
ceremonies, art, music, dancing, and food. Mẽbêngôkre or the Kayapó 
language is spoken by about 8,600 people in Brazil, including the villagers 
of A'Ukre. Worried that Indigenous languages could be lost over time, local 
university researchers have been working with A'Ukre villagers by teaching 
them how to use digital cameras to capture their culture and way of life for 
future generations of Kayapó people. They hope this will allow the Kayapó 
people not only teach their language and culture to their children, but also 
share it with others.  
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Above: Indigenous leader Paulinho Paiakan of Kayapó people, protesting 
for Indigenous rights in the capital of Brasilia. Below: An A'Ukre villager 
bathes after a religious ceremony. 
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SOURCEBOOK 6-27.E 
 

Source 3: Help Increase Indigenous People’s Access to 
Technology in Remote Areas 

 

 

Above: Children watch videos on a smartphone in A'Ukre village. Villagers 
rely on generators for electricity. 
 
Some A'Ukre villagers would like more positive support from their 
government, like access to electricity and health care. They do not want to 
have those technological advances, if it means their way of life is affected 
or the government takes away their protected lands. Today, many 
Indigenous villagers in Brazil have generators for electricity and access to 
the Internet through cell phones. At the same time, they are trying to 
preserve their traditional way of life.  
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Above: Kayapó elders in A'Ukre village discuss the Brazilian president’s 
plan to take away Indigenous land and allow non-Native Brazilians to log, 
mine, and ranch on it. They would like more electricity, but not if it hurts 
their environment. Below: A Kayapó man cuts leaves from a tree.  
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SOURCEBOOK 6-27.F 
 

Source 4: Prevent Contact with Isolated Indigenous People 
 

 
Above: Aerial photographs of uncontacted Indigenous people in Brazil’s 
Amazon rainforest. 
 

While many Indigenous nations in the Amazon have regular contact with 
the wider world, there are some isolated nations that have never had 
contact with people outside their communities. On the border of Brazil and 
Peru, the Javari valley is home to about seven uncontacted Native groups, 
one of the largest concentrations of isolated peoples in Brazil (there are 
about 100 isolated groups across Brazil). Many of these groups have 
purposely stayed away from other humans, because they saw over the 
past 400 years Europeans kill many tribes around them by war or diseases. 
In the past, when outsiders have had contact with these groups, it has 
resulted in disaster. The isolated peoples have not built up immunity to 
common diseases. It is not unusual for half or more of a tribe to be killed 
within a year of first contact, by diseases such as measles and influenza. 
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As a result, some have proposed that there should be laws to prevent 
contact with these isolated Indigenous groups. At the same time, it is very 
difficult to enforce these laws. How might governments make sure that no 
one attempts to make connection with these isolated peoples? 
 

Above and Below: Aerial photographs of uncontacted Indigenous people in 
Brazil’s Amazon rainforest. 
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SOURCEBOOK 6-28.A 
 

Latin American Map 
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SOURCEBOOK 6-28.C 
 

Source 1: Mexico City 
 

 
Above: The skyline of México City (Ciudad de México).  
 

México City, México, is a place where you can see the mixing of 
Indigenous and Spanish traditions. It is in their foods, music, religion, and 
architecture. Wherever you look, you can see the old world meet the new 
world to create something unique (as can be seen in the city skyline above, 
which mixes old and new buildings). This is even seen in two of the city’s 
traditional foods. For example, tortillas are flat corn-based breads that were 
eaten by the Aztec people and are still eaten today at many meals in 
México City. While the language commonly spoken in México City is 
Spanish, many of the words used are actually from Nahuatl (Aztec 
language). One of the most important holidays in México City is Día de los 
Muertos (Day of the Dead), which is a mix of Catholic beliefs (All Souls 
Day) and Indigenous beliefs (originally an Aztec celebration of the goddess 
Mictecacihuatl).  
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Above: Día de los Muertos (Day of the Dead) Parade in México City. Notice 
the Mexico City Cathedral in the background. Below: The México City 
Central Library, which include a mix of present-day and ancient Indigenous 
and Spanish design elements. 
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SOURCEBOOK 6-28.D 
 

Source 2: Rio de Janeiro 
 

 
Above: Ipanema, which is one of the three most popular beaches in Rio de 
Janeiro (along with Copacaban and Leblon).  
 
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil (Brasil in Portuguese), is a place where a city 
connects with the ocean. Nature meets buildings. It is a mix of work and 
play, being both a major business city and having some of the greatest 
beaches in the world. It is known for its mosaic (small tile) sidewalks 
(above) and the Rio Carnival, which is held every year before the Catholic 
period of Lent. It is also known for its love of football (soccer) and the city 
has four major teams: Botafogo, Flamengo, Fluminense, and Vasco da 
Gama. Most Brazilians are off Portuguese, Indigenous, or African heritage, 
but there are also Brazilians whose ancestors came from Italy, Japan, and 
Germany. In Rio, all of these cultures mix to make a unique culture. 
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Above: Cristo Redentor (Christ the Redeemer), 98 foot (30 meters) high 
statue of Jesus. In the background is the famous mountain Pão de Açúcar 
(Sugarloaf) which has a cable car to the top. Below: Carnival, which 
involves a parade of samba dancing, elaborate costumes, and giant floats. 
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SOURCEBOOK 6-28.E 

 

Source 3: Lima 
 

 
Above: Lima’s skyline, which shows its amazing size (9.7 million people live 
there, which is more people than New York City) and its proximity to the 
ocean and mountains.   
 
Lima, Peru, is a place of history. It was one of the centers of the great Inca 
empire and today is one of the largest cities in the Americas. Lima’s culture 
is influenced by its Indigenous roots and a long history of forced migrants 
and immigrants. The city’s population includes many Quechua people 
(Native Peruvians), descendants of enslaved people from Africa and 
Spanish settlers, and more recently immigrants from Japan (like (the 
Japanese Peruvian chef in the introduction video) and China. When the 
Spanish invaded the Inca, they created a colony and brought their style of 
architecture. Peru is also known worldwide for its cuisine, including 
ceviche, which is raw fish cured in chili pepper and lemon or lime juices.  
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Above: Lima’s Historic Center, known for its old buildings and interesting 
balconies (there are 1,600 of them). Below: (Left) Marinera dancers (the 
official dance of Peru, which has its roots in Spanish fandango and African 
zamacueca) in front of the Cathedral of Lima. (Right) Quechua people 
doing a scissor dance (Quechua Danza de Tijeras).    
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SOURCEBOOK 6-28.F 
 

Source 4: Havana 
 

 
Above: Old Havana. Notice the cars from 1950s, which are a common site 
in Havana. 
 

Havana, Cuba, (La Habana in Spanish) is a city of contrast. Old and new. 
Brightly painted buildings and the earth tones of nature. Spicy foods that go 
well with cold drinks. Museums with thousands of years of Indigenous and 
later European and African culture, and hip discotheques (disco-tecs) 
where people dance to the latest hits (or dancing salsa, which originated in 
Cuba in the 1950s). Some of their popular foods include: ropa vieja (a beef 
stew), arroz con pollo (rice and chicken), croqueta (different battered and 
fried balls), pastelito (pastries), and yes, Cuban pizza (which originated in 
Italy). Old Havana is one Havana Harbor and is in many ways the center of 
the city. There you will often see many old cars from the 1950s or older. 
When Fidel Castro became the Cuban leader, the United States 
government placed an embargo on Cuba (stopped trade) and Castro the 
importing of U.S. cars with the island. It made U.S. cars very valuable, so 
for decades people continue to maintain and fix these old cars.  



 

 
Page S-253 
                                                                                                                            
Open Social Studies                                                                                                                                             This work is licensed under a Creative Commons   
LEVEL: GRADE 6                                                                                                                                                   Attribution Non-Commercial-ShareAlike 4.0 International License 
Version 4.0 (2020) 
 
 

 
Above: A sunset over Havana Harbor. Below: Salsa dancers. 
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SOURCEBOOK 6-29.A 
 

Latin America in Our Century: Image Sort (A) 
 

Try to put these images from the past two decades in 
chronological order, from the first (oldest) image to the last 
(newest) image. 
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Latin America in Our Century: Image Sort (B) 
 

Try to put these images from the past two decades in 
chronological order, from the first (oldest) image to the last 
(newest) image. 
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Latin America in Our Century: Image Sort (C) 
 

Try to put these images from the past two decades in 
chronological order, from the first (oldest) image to the last 
(newest) image. 
 
 

  



 

 
Page S-257 
                                                                                                                            
Open Social Studies                                                                                                                                             This work is licensed under a Creative Commons   
LEVEL: GRADE 6                                                                                                                                                   Attribution Non-Commercial-ShareAlike 4.0 International License 
Version 4.0 (2020) 
 
 

 

Latin America in Our Century: Image Sort (D) 
 

Try to put these images from the past two decades in 
chronological order, from the first (oldest) image to the last 
(newest) image. 
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Latin America in Our Century: Image Sort (E) 
 

Try to put these images from the past two decades in 
chronological order, from the first (oldest) image to the last 
(newest) image. 
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SOURCEBOOK 6-29.B 
 

Source 1: Panama Takes Control of the Panama Canal 
 

 
Above: World leaders celebrate the handover of ownership of the Panama 
Canal from the United States to Panama. It was attended by former U.S. 
president Jimmy Carter (front row, sixth person from the right), who began 
the process in 1977 with the signing of the Panama Canal Treaties. 
 
In 1977, U.S. President Jimmy Carter and military leader Omar Torrijos 
signed the Panama Canal Treaties, which allowed Panama to take control 
of the canal on December 31, 1999 (the United States took land in Panama 
to build it in the early 1900s and had controlled the canal and the money 
that ships paid to use it ever since). In 2000, Panama gained back the 
nearly 370,000 acres (1,500 square kilometers) of land, including 7,000 
military facilities, warehouses, schools, and private residences. In October 
2006, Panamanian voters approved a $5.25 billion plan to double the 
canal’s size to accommodate larger ships. 
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Above: A photograph of barges going through the Panama Canal. Below: 
Panamanians celebrate receiving control of the Panama Canal. 
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SOURCEBOOK 6-29.C 
 

Source 2: Economic Crisis in Venezuela 
 

 
Above: A San Cristobal, Venezuela supermarket in 2018 has empty 
shelves due to the economic collapse.  
 

In 2010, Venezuela began to suffer from one of the worst economic 
collapses in history, one that was more severe than that of the United 
States during the Great Depression. Hugo Chavez, Venezuela’s president 
began to regulate the prices of food and goods. Overtime, after Chavez’s 
death, his successor, president Nicolás Maduro was unable to stop the 
worsening economy and has prevented fair elections. As a result, over the 
past decade, there have been food shortages, an increase in crime, and a 
lack of medical supplied in the country. There were widespread protests of 
the Maduro government. This has resulted in thousands of Venezuelans 
fleeing the country as refugees to places like Colombia, Peru, the United 
States, and Canada. 
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Above: (Left) A chart showing the inflation (money losing value) in 
Venezuela. (Right) Protesters hold up signs protesting President Maduro 
(known for his mustache). Below: Protests in the streets of Caracas, which 
is Venezuela’s capital. 
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SOURCEBOOK 6-29.D 

 

Source 3: Pope Francis Elected 
 

 
Above: Pope Francis after his election by the College of Cardinals. 
 
Born Jorge Mario Bergoglio, and a son of Italian immigrants to Argentina, in 
2013 Pope Francis was elected the first Roman Catholic pope from Latin 
America. His election was a sign of the growing power of Latin America 
within the Catholic Church and the world. Latin America is home to more 
than 425 million Catholics. Mexico and Brazil have the largest Catholic 
populations in the world.  
 
Pope Francis’s election was also unusual, as it involved the resignation of 
Pope Benedict XVI, who was the first pope to resign in almost 600 years.  
 
As pope, Francis has been praised for his humility, concern for the poor, 
and commitment to interfaith cooperation (working with other religious 
groups).  
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Above: Pope Francis is greeted with Argentinian flags outside St. Peter's 
Basilica in Rome. Below: Pope Francis greets crowds in St. Peter’s Square 
in Rome. 
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SOURCEBOOK 6-29.E 
 

Source 4: Chilean Miners Rescued 
 

 
Above: A Chilean miner rescued from a collapse mine shaft in the Atacama 
Desert. 
 
The disaster began on a day shift around lunchtime at a mine in Chile's 
Atacama Desert. Miners working deep inside a mountain, excavating for 
copper, gold and other minerals, started feeling vibrations. Suddenly, there 
was a massive explosion and the passageways of the mine filled up with a 
gritty dust cloud. A single block of stone as tall as a forty-five-story building, 
had broken off from the rest of the mountain. All 33 trapped Chilean miners, 
who were inside the San Jose Mine for 69 days, were lifted to the surface 
of the earth through a newly drilled escape tunnel into which a capsule was 
slowly lowered and raised by a giant crane. It was partly an engineering 
feat and partly a miracle that they were rescued. 
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Above: An image of how the miners were rescued. Below: Photographs of 
the miners trapped and the device used to bring them to the surface.  
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SOURCEBOOK 6-29.F 
 

Source 5: Brazil Hosts the World Cup and Olympics 
 

 
Above: Members of the 2014 Brazilian World Cup team, including football 
(soccer) stars Neymar (10), Thiago Silva (3), and Dani Alves (2). 
 
In 2014 and 2016, Brazil hosted the World Cup (soccer championship) and 
then the summer Olympics. This was the first time a nation hosted the two 
events back-to-back, since the United States hosted both in the mid-1990s. 
Many people viewed Brazil hosting two major world events (and the first 
Olympics and second World Cup they have hosted) as a major 
achievement. The World Cup had 3.5 million visitors and the Olympics had 
6.6 million visitors. While both events cost Brazil money to host, it also 
created revenue (wealth) for local businesses. 
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Above: Maracanã Stadium in Rio de Janeiro, which hosted the World Cup 
and Olympics. Below: The logo of the 2014 World Cup and a performance 
at the World Cup by Jennifer Lopez, Pitbull, and Claudia Leitte.  

    
 


